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ESSAY,  gfr. 
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N  # 

H  E  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  feems,  at 
JL  prefent*  to  be  one  of  the  moft  com¬ 
mon  efFedts  of  the  venereal  virus.  It  has* 
from  the  firft  appearance  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  ever  been  acknowledged  to  be  a  moft 

f '  *  -*  ■  '  ■  *  ’  "  *  . '  *  9 

painful  diforder  in  many  cafes*  and  one  in 
which  mercury  does  but  little*  if  any*  fervice* 
Some  of  the  earlieft  writers  have  ftyled  it 
the  firft  infection*  fuppofing  it  to  be  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  every  other  venereal  fymptom^ 

B  others 
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others  (from  the  derivation  of  the  word)  call 
it  a  morbid  difcharge  of  femen  *  and  fome 
feem  to  imagine  it  to  be  a  difeafe  of  the 
proftate  gland.  All  thefe  theories  have  been 
clearly  refuted  ;  they  ferve  however  to  fhew, 
that  the  pra&ice  of  thofe  who  fupported 
fuch  opinions,  flood  in  need  of  the  affiftance 
of  a  knowledge  of  the  true  fituation  and 
effects  of  the  difeafe. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  following  Effay,  the 

term  Gonorrhoea  will  be  ufed  to  fignify  a 

/ 

morbid  difcharge  of  a  coloured  fluid  from 
the  Urethra  in  the  male  fubje£t,  accompa¬ 
nied  in  general  with  pain  in  voiding  the 
urine,  and  caufed  by  application  of  venereal 
matter  to  the  penis. 

The  method  in  which  the  difeafe  is  re¬ 
ceived  in  moft  inftahces,  is  by  coition  with 
a  woman  who  is  infected  with  fome  vene¬ 
real  fymptom :  but  it  fometimes  happens, 
that  a  woman  fha'll  ufe  coition  with  two 
men  on  the  fame  day,  that  the  latter  man, 
fhali  receive  a  Gonorrhoea  from  her,  andil 

that! 
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that  (lie  herfelf  fhall  remain  uninfeded  y 
a  clear  instance  of  which  came  within 
my  certain  knowledge.  This  circumftance 

may  be  accounted  for  by  fuppofing,  that  the 

\ 

man  who  had  the  connedion  with  her  firft, 
had  depofited  fome  venereal  matter  or  Go¬ 
norrhoeal  difcharge  in  her  vagina,  part,  or  all 
of  which,  was  taken  away  by  him  who  coha¬ 
bited  with  her  afterwards,  and  who  thus  be¬ 
came  infeded. — Another  fad,  of  which  we  are 
certain,  is,  that  the  application  of  venereal 
matter  to  the  penis,  will  not  always  caufe  anj 
of  its  fymptoms :  nor  do  I  think  it  lefs  certain, 
that  the  difpofition  to  receive,  or  not  be  in¬ 
feded  by,  the  contad  of  venereal  virus,  varies 
much  in  different,  and  at  times  even  in  the 
fame  conftitution  ;  for  there  are  men  who 
have  often  cohabited  with  infeded  women 
during  many  years,  and  never  had  any 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe.  This  idea  is  alfo 
further  illuftrated  from  analogy*  by  ob~ 
ferving,  that  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  as 
well  as  that  of  fome  other  poifonous  ani¬ 
mals,  will  not  always  take  effed.  But 

B  2  ,  a 
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a  familiar  proof  of  this  fadt  may  be  had 

from  a  circumftance  which  happens  often. 
Two  men  have  a  connection  with  the  fame 
infedted  woman  :  the  one  gets  the  difeafe, 

the  other  does  not. — I  have  further  re- 

%  ^ 

marked,  that  men  of  a  relaxed  habit  of  body 
are  in  general  moft  fubjeCt  to  venereal  com¬ 
plaints.  A  man  who  is  intoxicated,  and  at 
that  time  has  an  unclean  connection,  feldom 
efcapes  uninfeCted.  The  fame  remark  holds 
good  with  refpeCt  to  thofe  who  are  fcorbu  ti¬ 
dily  inclined  j  to  thofe  who  have  but  lately 
recovered  frpm  a  mercurial  courfe ;  and  to 
thofe  who  are  little  accuftomed  to  fuch  con¬ 
nections,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  with  country 
people,  who  feldom  fail  being  infeCted  after 
cohabiting  with  an  unclean  woman.  The 
Gonorrhoea  feems  to  be  communicable  by 
no  other  means  than  the  aCtual  application 
of  venereal  matter  or  Gonorrhoeal  dif- 
charge  to  the  penis :  in  proof  of  which 
we  obferve,  that  it  feldom,  if  ever,  fhews 
itfelf  as  a  f  mptom  of  tie  Lues  Vene- 
is  to  fay,  that  it  rarely  appears 

after 
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after  any  other  venereal  fymptoms  have 
fhewn  themfelves,  and  that  it  never  occurs, 
but  within  fuch  a  fpace  of  time  from  a 
fufpeited  coition  as  to  date  its  caufe  from 
thence  :  that  it  therefore  is  always  a  local, 
and  not  a  constitutional  difeafe.  I  have 
known  feveral  inftances  of  men  cohabiting 
with  a  woman  who  has  been  afflicted  with 
^venereal  eruptions  and  nodes  in  various  parts 
of  the  body,  and  never  receiving  any  infedlion. 
Again,  men  who  have  had  Buboes  and  other 
venereal  fymptoms,  where  there  was  no 
morbid  difcharge  from,  the  penis,  have  been 
connected  with  clean  women,  who  have  ne¬ 
ver  received  the  infection.  From  a  number 
of  fuch  inftances,  where  the  fail  has  been 
tried,  {experimcnti  gratia)  I  am  convinced 
that  the  difeafe  cannot  be  communicated 
but  by  the  application  of  venereal  difcharge 
to  the  part  affe&ed  >  and  therefore  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  femen  of  a  man,  nor  the  emiffion 
from  a  woman,  are  capable  of  communica¬ 
ting  the  difeafe,  unlefs  venereal  matter  or 

•*«* 

difcharge  from  a  Gonorrhoea  are  mixed 


with 

f  . 
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with  thefe  fluids.  The  manner  in  which 
the  infedtion  is  received,  has  not  yet  been 
afcertained :  but  it  appears  highly  probable, 
that  a  portion  of  difcharge  from  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  or  Chancre  infinuates  itfelf  into  the 
orifice  of  the  Urethra,  and  then  lodges  in 
fome  one  or  more  of  the  lacunae,  or  adheres 
toi  it  by  mixing  with  its  mucus  ;  becaufe  the 
difeafe  always  begins  near  the  outer  ori» 
flee  of  the  Urethra. 

A  kind  of  negative  proof  of  this,  may  be 
had  from  observing  that  any  ftimulating  fub- 
liance  applied  to  the  Urethra  will  caufe  an 
inflammation,  ardor  urinas,  chord ee,  and  co~ 
loured  difcharge  ;  all  which  fymptoms  are 
frequently  brought  on  by  the  ufe  of  a  ftimu«? 
lating  Bougie. 

M  . 

The  following  opinions  are  at  prefent 
maintained  by  practitioners  : 

Firft,  That  a  venereal  Gonorrhoea  never 
does  produce  or  caufe  a  true  Lues  Venerea. 


A 
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A  fecond  opinion  is.  That  the  Gonorrhoea 
is  an  inflammation  of  the  Urethra,  without 
ulcers. 

*  n  •  *  ■ 

A  third  is,  That  it  is  an  inflammation,  ac¬ 
companied  with  ulcers  of  its  membrane. 

% .  **  ■  ‘  i  '  \  /  ’  "  '  ■  f 

'  1  *  - 

A  fourth,  That  it  is  a  different  Infedion 
from  the  Lues  Venerea. 

-  •  \  i 

The  firfi  opinion,  to  wit,  that  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  never  caufes  a  true  Lues  Venerea,  is  at 
this  time  in  great  credit.  But  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  cafes  feem  to  me,  to  prove  the  re¬ 
verie  in  fo  fatisfadory  a  manner,  as  to  render 
the  ufe  of  arguments  in  contradidion  of  it 
needlefs. 

In  March  1774,  a  gentleman  applied  to 
rr/e  for  the  cure  of  a  Gonorrhoea  :  he  was 
treated  in  the  ufual  method  ;  the  inflamma¬ 
tory  fymptoms  were  fubdued  in  a  fortnight: 
during  the  next  twelve  days  he  had  a  fmaJl, 

'j 

yellowifli  difcharge,  with  fome  pain  at  the 
membranous  part  of  the  Urethra :  he  then 

.  com- 
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complained  of  not  voiding  his  urine  in  fo 
large  a  ftream  as  he  had  been  ufed  to  do 
when  in  health :  on  introducing  a  Bougie 
into  the  Urethra,  an  obftrudtion  was  per¬ 
ceived  at  the  part  where  the  pain  was  feated ; 
and  in  a  month’s  time,  by  the  daily  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  Bougie,  the  obftrudtion  and  dif- 
charge  were  removed  ;  but  he  had  remarked, 
that  coloured  fpots  appeared  on  his  face  and 
bread:  within  the  laft  ten  days,  and  that  he 
had  pain  in  his  legs  and  arms  every  night* 
Thefe  eruptions  were  as  truly  venereal  as  any 
I  ever  faw  j  his  noCturnal  pains  were  as  cer¬ 
tainly  fo  ;  and  his  cure  was  effected  by  a  due 
courfe  of  mercurials* 

'  V  Vs®.’ 

In  March  1776,  a  young  gentleman  was 
put  under  my  care  for  the  cure  of  an  obftruc- 
tion  in  the  Urethra,  and  venereal  blotches ; 
which .  fymptoms  were  certainly  brought  on 
by  a  Gonorrhoea,  as  he  had  never  been  af* 
flidted  with  any  other  venereal  complaint; 

Thefe  cafes  afford  the  ftrongeft  reafbn  to i: 
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fappofe  that  there  was  ail  ulcer  in  each 
Urethra*  becaufe  an  obftrudion  immediately 
followed  the  fymptom  of  pain  in  that  part, 
and  likewife  becaufe  true  venereal  appear¬ 
ances  were  produced,  which,  perhaps,  never 
happens  unlefs  there  has  been  a  previous 
ulceration.  It  may  be  faid,  with  refpedt  to 
thefe  inftances  of  Lues  Venerea  being  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  Gonorrhoea,  that  the  patients 
were  infeded  previous  to,  or  during  the 
time  of  the  difeafe.  But  there  is  not  the  lead; 
fhew  of  reafon  for  the  former  fuppofition, 
and  there  was  fcarcely  a  poffibility  of  the 
latter  happening  without  my  knowledge,  as 
I  feldom  failed  to  examine  the  parts  daily. 


Do  not  thefe  cafes  prove,  that  a  true  Lues 
venerea  may  be  actually  produced  by  a  Go¬ 
norrhoea  ?  Does  it  not  feem  highly  proba*- 
ble,  that  there  was  a  Chancre  in  the  Ure* 
thra,  which  arofe  from  the  venereal  lymp- 
toms,  and  the  contraction  in  that  canal? 
That  the  urethral  membrane  Is  fubjedt  to 
ulceration,  has  been  obferved  by  Morgagni* 

C  in 
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In  his  book  de  Caufis  &,Sedibus  Morborura, 
wherein  he  gives  feveral  hiifories  of  diffedtions 
of  Urethra  which  were  fo  difeafed.  lam 
in  poflefiion  of  two  Urethrae,  in  each  of 
which  are  ulcers :  but  thefe  were  probably 
pf  long  continuance  $  for  neither  of  the  fub- 
jedts  from  which  they  were  taken  had  any 
fymptoms  of  the  Gonorrhoea  at  the  time' of 
death,  each  of  them  being  affi idled  with  a 
Gleet  and  obftrudfcion  of  the  Urethra,  for 
which  they  were  under  a  courfe  of  Bougies, 
Morgagni  makes  the  fame  obfervation  on 
his  cafes,  and  foppofes  that  fuch  ulcers  were 
the  effedts  of  numerous  and  ill- cured  vene¬ 
real  complaints, 

i  r  , 

The  fecond  opinion,  that  the  Gonorrhoea 
is  an  inflammation  of  the  Urethra  without 
ulcers,  is  undoubtedly  a  more  rational  idea 
than  the  ancient  and  abfurd  one,  that  there 
always  were  ulcers  whilfl:  any  difcharge  con¬ 
tinued,  which  were  regarded  as  the  only 
fource  from  whence  the  difeafed  fluid  (fup- 
pofed  by  them  to  be  pus)  could  pofiibly  be 

derived* 

■  <  '  ; 
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derived.  This  theory  was  fupported  Inge** 
nioufly, .  by  comparing  the  difcharge  to  that 
from  ulcers  in  other  parts  of  the  body : 

thus  it  was  faidj*  in  the  inflamed  date  the 

_  • 

difcharge  is  thin,  acrid,  of  various  colours^ 

and  in  great  quantity  ;  when  the  inflam- 

\ 

mat  ion  abates,  the  running  becomes  of  a 
better  confidence  and  colour*  lefs  in  quan¬ 
tity,  and  a  flumes  the  appearance  of  good 
matter*  But  the  whole  of  this  theory  is 
deftitute  of  the  fupport  of  experimental  ob« 
fervations  *  and  it  is  now  well  known,  that 

a  fluid  very  much  refembling  pus,  may  be* 

£  »  * 

*  and  is  often,  produced  by  inflammation  with-" 
out  luppuration* 

Mr.  Pott,  in  his  mod  excellent  trtatift 
on  the  Fiftula  Lacrymalis,  fays,  **  That  pu^ 
is  never  produced  without  fome  breach  in  the 
natural  drudture  of  parts;  that  mucus  may 
by  irritation*  relaxation*  or  defluxion  on  its 
fecreting  and  containing  parts  or  organs,  be 
increafed  in  a  quantity  far  beyond  what  is 
neceffary  or  ufeful,  and  produce  thereby  a 
|  -Gl  .  difeaft 
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difeafe  in  parts  where  there  is  not  the  leafl 
folution  of  continuity,  as  in  the  cafes  of 
tenefmus,  ftone  in  the  bladder,  fluor  albus, 
and  fimple  gleets  from  the  Urethra/’  In  the 
next  page  he  fays,  “  the  two  circumfcances  of 
pain  and  yellow-coloured  difcharge,  have,  in 
almoft  all  times,  produced  the  fame  mifcon- 
conception  in  the  virulent  Gonorrhoea  in  both 
fexes;  this  having  been  called  pus,  and  be¬ 
ing  Paid  to  proceed  from  ulcerations  in  the 
Urethra  or  Vagina,  though  the  repeated  tefti- 
mony  of  thofe  who  have,  immediately  after 
death,  examined  the  parts  of  perfons  fo 
difeafed,  has  often  been  produced  to  the 
contrary ;  and  though  the  difcharge  itfelf, 
when  properly  examined,  will  always  prove 
the  contrary:  inflammation  and  irritation  will 
fully  account  for  all  the  appearances ;  and 
whoever  will  attend  to  the  difcharge  from  a 
purulent  ulcer,  will  find  it  widely  different 
from  that  which  iffues  from  the  Urethra  in 
men,  or  Vagina  in  women,  in  a  virulent  Go¬ 
norrhea/ ? 

. ...  ^ 

Mor- 
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Morgagni,  in  his  book  before  quoted* 
gives  it  as  his  opinion*  that  the  venereal  Go¬ 
norrhoea  is  an  inflammation  of  the  Urethra* 
without  ulceration  of  its  membrane ;  and 
relates  the  following  cafes.  A  man,  thirty 
years  of  age,  died  on  the  fifteenth  day  after 
the  appearance  of  a  venereal  Gonorrhoea, 
On  difiection,  he  found  the  inner  membrane 
of  the  Urethra  of  a  pale  red  colour,  and  co¬ 
vered  with  yellow  mucus,  at  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  from  its  outer  orifice  ;  which  dif- 
eafed  appearances  extended  about  two  inches 
lower  down.  He  differed  the  Urethra  of 
two  other  fubjefls  who  died  with  the  difeafe 
on  them,  and  found  an  inflammation  in  the 
lame  part;  but  in  neither  of  thefe  three  Ure-/ 
ithra  was  there  any  ulceration  perceptible. 
One  cafe  of  this  kind  I  examined  at  the  Ldn-* 
don  Hofpital,  in  a  man  who  had  died  of  a 
fradtured  ffcul!,  having  a  Gonorrhoea  on  him 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  I  opened  the  Urethra, 
and  found  its  membrane  at  two  inches  di- 
ftance  from  its  Quter  orifice,  and  for  aii 
inch  and  a  half  lower  down  much  inflamed, 
§  '  , '  of 
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of  a  pale  red  colour,  and  all  this  part  covered 
with  yellow  mucus  :  after  wiping  off  the 
difeafed  fluid,  I  attentively  infpedted  the  dif- 
eafed  part  with  a  magnifying  glafs,  and 
found  the  Urethra,  where  the  inflammation 
was  feated,  had  its  veffels  much  diftended 
with  blood  j  but  there  was  not  even  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  ulceration  to  be  feen,  nor 
was  there  any  appearance  oi  cicatrices,  which 
it  is  reafona'dle  to  imagine  would  have  been 
perceptible,  had  there  been  any  ulcerations 
even  at  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe  : 
the  remainder  of  the  Urethra  was  in  a  health¬ 
ful  ftate,  as  were  the  proftate  gland  and  the 
veficulre  feminales. 

The  antient  opinion,  that  ulcers  in  the 
Urethra  conftantly  exifted  in  the  venereal  Go¬ 
norrhoea,  is  now  nearly  exploded,  from  fo 
many  Urethras  of  men  who  have  died  with 
the  difeafe  on  them  having  been  differed, 
and  no  ulcerations  ever  found  at  the  inflamed 
part,  but  the  morbid  appearances  nearly  fimi- 

lar  to  thofe  in  the  cafes  related  above.  Ano¬ 
ther: 


(  i9  )  •.  | 

ther  moft  forcible  argument  in  favour  of  the 

Gonorrhoea  being  an  inflammation  without 

ulcers*  may  be  deduced  from  examining  the 

parts  of  women  afflidled  with  this  Difeafe  $ 

* 

for  in  them  the  diforder  is  ufually  confined 
^o  that  part  of  the  Vagina  which  can  be  in-* 
fpefted,  which  is  always  found  to  be  in¬ 
flamed,  principally  near  the  meatus  uri- 
narius,  and  no  ulcers  are  to  be  feen.  The 

i  '  "v 

late  Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe*  in  his  Critical 
Enquiry*  fays,  “  he  believes  that  part  of  the, 
difcharge  in  a  venereal  Gonorrhoea  comes 
rom  final!  ulcers ;  which  matter,  irritating 
the  mucous  glands  of  the  Urethra,  caufes  an 
Increafed  and  morbid  difcharge  of  fuch  m il¬ 
eus. ^  {Awe  mud  fuppofe  ulcers  to  exift  in 
this  difeafe,  Mr*  Sharpe’s  theory  is  the  moft 
rational  one,  it  being  too  grofs  an  abfiirdity 
j  to  imagine,  that  ulcers  on  fo  fmall  a  part 
can  furniih  a  difcharge  even  nearly  equal  in 
quantity  to  what  is  ufually  found  in  the  in¬ 
flammatory  ftate  of  this  difeafe* 

To  ftrengthen  the  theory  of  the  Gonor- 
*bcea  being  an  inflammation  without  ulcers. 
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we  may  have  further  recourfe  to  analogy  j 
for,  in  the  common  inflammatory  catarrh, 
do  we  not  obferve  the  great  quantity  of  co¬ 
loured  mucus  which  is  expectorated,  and  the 
changes  inks  confiftency  and  colour,  according 
to  the  degree  of  inflammation  ?  In  this  dii- 
cafe  no  one  now  has  recourfe  to  ulcers  to  ac¬ 
count  for  thediicharge,  although  it  iomctimes 
refembles  pus.  An  increafed  and  coloured 
difcharge  from  the  membrana  Schneideriana 
is  the  common  coniequence  of  an  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  that  part :  any  irritating  fubftance  ap¬ 
plied  to  it,  produces  an  immediate  increafed 
fecretion  and  difcharge  of  its  mucus  :  a  fimi- 
lar  effect  may  he  produced  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  on  the  globe  of  the  eye  and  infide  of  the 
eyelid.  It  may  be  faid,  that  the  two  cafes 
mentioned  above,  as  proofs  that  aGonorrhcea 
may  caufe  a  Lues  Venerea,  feem  to  prove 
that  ulcers  in  the  Urethra  do  happen  in  feme 
Gonorrhoeas.  On  the  contrary,  they  rather 
tend  to  fhew,  that  when  ulcers  in  the  Ure- 

■«*  \  j 

thra  occur,  a  Lues  Venerea  and  obftrudted 
Urethra  will  probably  be  the  confequenees. 

On: 
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On  the  whole  then,  we  have  clearly  argu¬ 
ments  of  fufiicient  weight  to  prove  the  great 
probability  of  this  theory;  which  arguments 
are  ftrengthened  by  repeated  difledtions  of 
the  parts  in  fubjedts  who  have  died  with  the 
difeafe  on  them* 

It  is  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  Anatomifl 
who  has  examined  as  many,  or  perhaps  more 
difeafed  Urethra,  than  any  man  now  alive, 
that  the  gonorrhoeal  difcharge  is  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  traniudation ;  but  that,  frorn  this  ftate  of 
the  difeafe  mgledfed  or  maltreated,  ulcers  do 
fometimes  happen. 


We  come  now  to  treat  on  the  third  opi¬ 
nion,  which  is,  that  the  venereal  Gonorrhoea 
is  an  inflammation  of  the  urethral  membrane, 
.accompanied  with  ulcers.  Forcible  arguments 
againft  this  theory  are  deducible  from  the 
teftimony  of  all  thofe  who  have  infpedted  the 
parts  in  fubjedts  which  have  died  with  the  dif- 
safe  on  them,  and  who  have  found  the  mem- 
bians  of  the  Urethra  inflamed,  but  free  from 

"D  ulcera- . 


ulceration.  It  may  alfo  be  added,  that,  if  ul¬ 
cers  did  ufually  exifl  in  this  difeafe,  it  is 
mod;  probable  that  cicatrices  would  be  dis¬ 
cernible  for  a  long  time  after  they  were 
healed,  and  would  therefore  not  be  an  un¬ 
common  appearance  on  dilfedion  j  alfo,  that 
obftrudion  of  the  Urethra  would  be  a  very 
common  effed  of  the  Gonorrhoea,  becaufe 
it  is  nearly  certain,  that  when  its  membrane 
is  ulcerated,  (though  all  venereal  taint  may 
be  removed)  it  takes  on  a  difpofition  to  form 
ftridures  in  the  paflage  ;  whereas  the  Urethra 
ufually  remains  in  a  healthful  date  after 
many  Gonorrhoeas,  if  Skilfully  treated. 

But  on  a  comparifon  being  drawn  between 
this  difeafe  and  inflammations  of  other  mem¬ 
branes,  ocular  demonftration  may  be  had  of 
fuch  parts  inflaming  to  a  very  great  degree, 
and  difcharging,  -for  a  confiderable  length  of' 
time,  a  coloured  fluid  much  refembling  pus. 
For  example,  after  the  operation  for  the  cure: 
of  the  Hydrocele,  by  incifion,  we  fee  the  tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis  become  highly  inflamed,  and! 

the: 
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the  dreffings  which  are  left  in  the  tunic, 
daily  moiftened  with  a  yellow  fluid  much  re- 
fembling  purulent  matter,  whilft  the  inner 
furface  01  the  membrane  is  free  from  ulce- 
tation.  The  fame  circumftances  are  obferv- 
able  after  the  operation  for  a  ftrangulated 
hernia,  where  the  hernial  fac  formed  by  the 
protruded  peritoneum  is  opened  by  the  knife 
of  the  operator,  and  its  inner  furface  expofed 
to  view  during  the  healing  of  the  wound. 
During  a  violent  inflammation  of  the  eve, 
we  often  obferve  this  kind  of  fluid  perpetually 
depofited  on  the  globe  of  the  eye,  and  inner 
iurface  of  the  eye-lids :  in  this  1  aft-named 
difeafe,  we  are  certain  that  the  difcharge  is  an 
increafed  and  altered  fecretion  of  the  fluids  de- 
ftined  fox  the  moiftening  of  thofe parts.  Since 
therefore,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  we  have  abfolute 
proofs  that  an  inflamed  membrane  is  capable 
of  fecreting  and  difcharging  a  fluid  much  re- 
fembling  purulent  matter ;  may  we  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  affert,  that  fuch  fluids  are  not  pus, 
becaufe  they  are  furnifhed  from  parts  where 
there  are  no  ulcerations  ? 

t  i  ' 
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The  laft  theory  requiring  our  attention  is* 
that  the  venereal  Gonorrhoea  is  a  different 
infeCtionfrom  the  Lues  Venerea.  Theftrongeft 
arguments  brought  in  fupport  of  this  opinion 
are,  firft,  that  a  Gonorrhoea  never  produces 
a  Lues  Venerea  ;  and  fecondly,  that  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  is  curable  without  mercury.  But  let 
us  have  recourfe  to  facts ;  and,  if  we  can 
by  them  prove,  that  a  perfon  who  has  a 
Gonorrhoea  may,  by  coition  with  an  unin¬ 
fected  perfon,  communicate  a  Lues  Venerea  y 
and  alfo  that  one  who  has  a  pox  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  communicating  a  Gonorrhoea  only  to 
another  perfon  ;  it  is  imagined  fuch  proofs 
will  have  more  weight,  in  contradicting  this 
theory,  than  the  rn oft  forcible  arguments. 

I  knew  a  gentleman  who  contracted  a 
Gonorrhoea  from  a  common  proftitute.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  he  had  a  con¬ 
nection  with  a  woman  whom  he  had  feduced 
but  a  few  weeks  before  that  time.  His 

if  - 

complaint  was  a  common  Gonorrhoea,  of 
which,  he  was  cured  in  three  weeks  without 

mercury  y 
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mercury ;  but  the  woman  whom  he  had  in¬ 
fected  had  as  true  venereal  Chancres  as  were 
ever  feen  :  her  cure  was  attempted  without 
mercurials,  (on  the  fuppofition  that  a  Go¬ 
norrhoea  would  not  communicate  a  Lues 
Venerea)  ;  but  after  the  moil  fair  trial  during 
tour  weeks,  it  was  found  that  the  fores  had 

every  lymptom  and  appearance  of  Chancres : 
mercurial  medicines  were  then  adminiftered, 
by  which  they  were  cured. 

A  fe^ond  cafe  is  as  follows.  A  man  had 
a  Chancre  for  three  months,  which  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  cure  by  the  ufe  of  a  quack  me¬ 
dicine.  fie  cohabited  with  his  wife  the 
f  rft  fortnight  after  its  appearance ;  foe  then 
became  difeafed  j  but  her  complaint  was  a 
Gonorrhoea  without  Chancres,  or  any  other 

venereal  fymptom  ;  and  foe  was  cured  with- 
out  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

An  ingenious  Surgeon  has  proved,  that  the 
difcharge  from  a  Gonorrhoea  will  produce 
a  true  venereal  Chancre,  by  inoculating 

him- 
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himfelf  with  a  lancet  moiftened  with  fach 
difcharge:  he  has  likewife  inoculated  him¬ 
felf  with  matter  taken  from  a  Chancre,  and 

s 

finds  that  the  Chancre  caufed  by  the  dif- 

\  r 

charge  from  a  Gonorrhoea,  is  as  truly  vene¬ 
real,  and  as  virulent,  as  that  caufed  by  ino¬ 
culation  from  the  Chancre. 

But  let  us  for  a  moment  refieft  on  the  dif- 

• 

eafe itfelf.  The  moft  rational  ideaof  the  Gonor¬ 
rhoea,  I  conceive  to  be,  that  it  is  an  inflam¬ 
mation  of  a  part  of  the  urethral  membrane, 
and  that  the  difcharge  is  the  confequence  of 
inch  inflammation,  which  caufes  an  increaied 
and  morbid  Accretion  of  its  mucus.  From 
daily  experience  we  know,  that  true  iymp- 
toms  of  the  Lues  Venerea  very  feldom  occur 
from  this  difeafc,  even  when  the  cure  is  to¬ 
tally  negleded,  or,  which  is  frequently  of 
worfe  confequence,  maltreated;  andalfo,  that 
its  cure  feems  but  little,  if  at  all,  to  depend 
on  the  life  of  mercury.  It  is  alfo  known, 
that  a  Chancre  is  capable  of  producing  every 
venereal  fymptom ;  likewife,  that  every 

Chancre 

p 
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Chancre  may  be  cured  by  the  internal  ufe  of 
mercury 3  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that  a 
confirmed  Chancre,  that  is  to  fay,  one  which 
has  the  true  charadteriftics  of  the  difeafe,  and 
has  continued  a  week  in  fuch  a  ftate,  cannot 
be  fafely  cured  without  introducing  a  proper 
quantity  of  mercury  into  the  patient’s  habit 
of  body. 

May  we  not  then  with  confidence  retain 
thefe  opinions  :  fir  ft.  That  the  Gonorrhoea  is 
produced  by  the  fame  matter  as  a  Chancre 
is 3  fecondly,  I  hat  the  difeafe  is  not  liable 
to  be  introduced  into  the  habit  of  body  for 
any  other  reafon,  but  that  there  is  no  ulce¬ 
ration  or  erofion  3  thirdly.  That  the  difcharge 
is  not  purulent  3  and,  finally.  That  ulcers 
;  do  not  happen  in  this  difeafe,  unlefs  in  ex¬ 
traordinary  cafes,  fuch  as  thole  related  above, 

I  where  a  Lues  Venerea  was  caufed  by  a  Go- 
1  norrhoea  ? 

!  Thefe  opinions  are  fupported  by  the  the¬ 
ories  of  two  of  the  mod  eminent  Anatomifts 

now 
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now  living,  who  afifert,  that  venereal  matter 
applied  to  an  erofion  or  crack  of  the  fkin  in 
any  part  of  the  body  will  form  a  Chancre ; 
and  that  the  fame  matter,  depofited  on  fuch 
a  membrane  as  that  of  the  urethra,  will  caufe 
an  inflammation  without  ulceration,  fuch  as 
happens  in  the  Gonorrhoea* 

A  man  with  a  Gonorrhoea,  who  had  been 
walhing  his  penis,  happened  to  touch  his  right 
eye  foon  afterwards  with  his  finger  :  the  eye 
and  infide  of  the  eye-lid  were  immediately 
attacked  by  a  violent  inflammation,  attended 
with  a  copious  dilcharge  of  thick  yellow 
fluid,  much  refembling  that  from  his  urethra: 
this  ophthalmia  was  judged  to  be  venereal  by 
one  of  the  beft  Surgeons  and  Anatomifts  in 
the  kingdom,  who  accounted  for  it  by  fup- 
poflng,  that  the  finger  with  which  he  touched 
his  eye,  depofited  fome  of  the  difcharge  from 
the  Gonorrhcea  on  that  part. 

The  prognoftic  of  cure  muft  depend  prin¬ 
cipally  on  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeaie:  for, 

although 
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although  It  feems  highly  probable,  that  every 
Gonorrhoea  is  at  its  beginning  an  inflamma¬ 
tion,  without  ulceration,  confined  to  that 
part  of  the  urethra  in  which  Morgagni 
found  it  to  be  feated  ;  yet  it  is  highly  reafon- 
able  to  imagine,  that  the  urethra  becomes 
afterwards,  r.  many  cafes,  fully  as  much  in¬ 
flamed  at  different  parts  deeper  feated,  which 
may  be  judged  of  by  fuppofmg,  that  there  is 
inflammation  of  the  urethral  membrane 
wherever  ardor  urinae  is  perceived.  The 

worfl:  fpecies  of  Gonorrhcea  feems  to  be  that 
in  which  the  proftate  gland  partakes  of  the 
inflammation,  which  may  be  known  by  the 
following  fymptoms;  a  dull,  heavy,  and 
eonftant  pain,  with  a  fenfation  of  bearing  down 
ind  weaknefs,  at  the  root  of  the  urethra;  a 
very  frequent  inclination  to  void  the  urine, 
iccompanied  with  fuch  a  difficulty  of  retaining 
it,  that  the  patient  can  fcarcely  walk  from  one 
room  to  another  before  it  will  make  its  way 
3ut.  In  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  the  urinary 

bladder  is  fo  far  affected,  as  to  be  in  fuch  a 

* 
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Hate  of  irritability,  that  it  will  not  contain 
Its  ufuai  quantity  of  urine. 

I  £hall  now  beg  to  be  indulged  with  a  few 
words  refpeCting  the  Cure.  The  curative  in¬ 
dication  is  evidently  tofubdue  an  inflamma-* 
tion  i  to  anfwer  which  purpofe,  cooling 
purges,  a  temperate  diet,  a  moderate  ufe  of 
diluting  liquids,  and  the  ikilful  ufe  of  injec¬ 
tions,  will  often  prove  effectual,  without  the 
aid  of  the  lancet  or  mercurials  :  but  the  in¬ 
flammatory  fymptoms,  fuch  as  ardor  urinae 
and  chordee,  may,  in  general,  be  immediately 
relieved  by  the  ufe  of  a  proper  injection.— 
As  the  ufe  of  injections  in  this  complaint  is 
not  yet  general,  they  being  recommended 
by  fame  practitioners  and  condemned  by 

others,  I  beg  leave  to  give  a  few  arguments 

/ 

in  their  favour.  The  intent  of  cure  is  pri¬ 
marily  to  allay  an  inflammation  of  the  ure¬ 
thral  membrane.  If  it  is  highly  proper  to  fub-- 
due  an  inflammation  of  fuch  a  part  as  fpeedilyi. 
as  poffible,  it  follows  then,  beyond  a  doubt,, 
that  from  the  application  of  proper  remedies! 

tOJ 
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to  the  inflamed  part,  the  efleatlal  advantages* 
of  giving  immediate  relief  to  the  painful  and  in¬ 
flammatory  fymptoms,  may  be  derived.  When 
the  difcharge  continues  after  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  Is  fubdued,  we  can  brace  the  relaxed  vei- 
fels  from  which  it  iffues,  more  effectually  and 
expeditioufly  by  a  topical  application*  than 
by  internal  remedies,  which  have  the  round 
pf  the  circulation  to  go*  before  they  can  a£k 
pn  the  parts  affeCted^  the  difeafe  being  a  lo¬ 
cal  inflammation*  and  not  caufed  by  a  mor¬ 
bid  affection  of  the  habit  of  body..  But 
fome  practitioners  object  to  the  ufe  of  injec¬ 
tions,  and  feem  to  imagine,  that  they  check 
the  difcharge  of  venereal  matter^  and  that 
therefore  an  abforption  will  enfuej  and  con- 
fequently,  that  from  fueh  practice  a  danger 
is  incurred  of  the  venereal  virus  entering  the 
habit  of  body.  To  this  it  may  be  replied* 
that  in  the  inflammatory  ftate,  injections 
appear  to  do  fervice,  merely  by  allaying  the 

inflammation  ;  and  when  this  is  fqbfided, 

* 

they  ad  by  bracing  the  fecreting  velTels  »  and 
that  the  diminution  of  the  difcharge  is  to  be 

E  2  accounted 
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accounted  for  by  fuppofing,  that  the  fecret- 
ing  veffels  are  brought  more  near  to  a  health¬ 
ful  ftate,  without  having  recourfe  to  absorp¬ 
tion.— A  Gonorrhoea  may  be,  in  mo  ft  in- 
ftances,  cured  in  a  fortnight,  or  in  lefs  time, 
with  the  affiftance  ofdnjedtions.  I  have  cured 

1  ' 

this  diforder  in  eight  days,  principally  by 

injections,  Mercurials  in  fmall  dofes,  and 

of  the  mildeft  forms,  may  be  adminiftered 
* 

internally,  although  the  cure,  in  general, 
does  not  feem  to  be  expedited  by  fuch  me¬ 
dicines.  But  if  we  fuppofe  a  cure  by  inter-* 

nal  medicines  alone,  fach  as  cooling  purga- 

•> 

tive  medicines,  while  the  fymptorps  of  in¬ 
flammation  are  violent  $  afterwards  mercu¬ 


rials  ;  and,  for  the  completion  of  the  cure,  bal- 
famics,  bracers,  and  the  cold  bath,  if  necef- 
fary;  it  will,  by  this  method,  be  feldom  com¬ 
pleted  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks.—- The  cure  with 
the  affiftance  of  injections,  is,  however,  not 
only  the  mo  ft  expeditious- and  eafy  method, 
but  the  fafeft  :  for,  the  fooner  an  inflamma¬ 
tion  is  removed  from  a  membrane  of  fo  irri¬ 
table  and  delicate  a  texture  as  that  of  the 
urethra,  the  lefs  injury  it  will  be  likely  to 

fuffers 
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fuser;  and  there  will  be  the  le/s  danger  of 
the  virus  entering  the  conftitution,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  length  of  time  which  the  dif- 
charge  is  fuffered  to  continue }  for  during 
tins  tune,  the  iToi ci] !cfh  portion  of  fuch  difl? 
charge,  by  application  to  a  fiflure  or  erofion 
on  the  glans  penis,  or  in  the  urethra,  may 
caufe  a  Chancre  and  all  its  confequences, 
Nor  is  it  lets  certain,  that  there  is  a  poflibi"» 
hty  of  abforption  of  a  part  of  the  gonorrhoeal 
difeharge  ta&ing  place,  on  the  membrane  of 
the  urethra ;  and  a  Lues  being  thereby  pro¬ 
duce  a.  Another  advantage  attending  the  ufe 
of  injections,  is,  that  the  accidental  fymp- 
i  toms  attendant  on  Gonorrhoeas,  will  happen 
i  by  much  lefs  frequently  than  in  the  other 
l  method. 

If  the  above  opinion  concerning  abforp* 
i  tions  is  true,  does  it  not  follow,  that  the 
common  theory  on  this  fubjeCt,  in  this  as 
well  as  in  fome  other  difeafes,  cannot  be  well 
I  fupported  ?  for  a  fluid  cannot  be  abforbed 
till  it  is  fecreted ;  that  is  to  fay,  till  it  really 

cxifts,  If,  therefore,  topical  applications  lefleii 

the 
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the  difeharge,  in  my  opinion  they  produce 
this  effedt  by  bringing  the  veffels  which  fe- 
creted  it  nearer  to  a,  healthful  ftate,  and 
therefore  do  not  by  any  means  a£t  as  repel¬ 
lents.  In  fupport  of  this  dodtrine  it  may 
be  added,  that  the  Eryfipelas,  and  fome  other 
inflammations,  are  now  often  and  fafely 
cured  by  applications  of  a  gently  aftringent 
and  fedative  nature,  fuch  being  found  to 
abate  the  inflammation  and  pain  in  a  greater 
degree  than  oily  relaxing  ones.  The  fame 
arguments  may  be  ufed,  with  reipedt  to  that 
kind  of  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  ulcers  in  any 
part  of  the  body,  particularly  thofe  enfuing 
from  chirufgical  operations,  in  which,  on  the 
difeharge  fuddenly  leffening  or  flopping,  it  is 
the  common  opinion,  that  an  abforption  has 
taken  place,  although,  at  the  time  this  alteration 
happens,  there  is  ufualiy  fuch  a  change  in 
the  health  of  the  patient,  and  in  the  appear¬ 
ance  ef  the  ulcer,  as  to  warn  a  fkilful  Surgeon 

•.  '  V  .  -V  ■  '  •  • 

of  the  approaching  danger.  Is  it  not  more 
rational  to  fuppofe,  that  this  change  in  the 
patient's  habit  of  bodv  prevents  the  fecretion 

of 
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€>f  matter,  than  that  a  final!  quantity  of  pti§ 
depofited  on  the  furface  of  the  fore,  and  being 
thence  abforbedj  is  capable  of  caufing  fuch 
a  change  in  the  confutation  ?  becaufe  pus  is 
not  known  to  poffefs  any  noxious  quality: 
it  feems  never  to  irritate  or  injure  the  fore 
on  which  it  is  fecreted,  aiid  appears  to  be 
compofed  of  globules  of  too  grofs  a  nature, 
and  too  large  dimenfions,  to  return  into  the 
circulation,  excepting  under  circumflances 
effentially  different  from  thofe  attending  the 
far  greater  number  of  cafes  in  which  abforp- 
tion  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  place,  and  to 
have  been  the  caufeof  the  bad  fymptom, 

-  ,  %  f  1  ,, 

A  Chordee  is  a  moil:  painful,  and  often  a 
moft  obftinate  fymptom.  It  is  curable  by 
injections  in  fome  inftances,  and  in  others 
refills  the  effects  of  both  them  and  mercurials* 
The  moft  effectual  mode  of  ufing  mercury 
for  this  fymptom,  is  to  rub  in  the  ointment 
on  the  body  of  the  Penis,  on  the  glans,  and 
in  the  courfeof  the  Urethra.  Opium,  given 
to  about  two  grains  every  night,  is  often  of 

fervice* 
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fervice.  A  remarkable  circumftanee  often 
attending  a  Chordee  is,  that  after  a  ftrong 
credtion  a  few  drops  of  blood  are  voided  $ 
which  always  relieves,  and  often  cures  it, 

HAVING  briefly  confidered  the  Gonor¬ 
rhoea,  we  now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  the  difeafes 
which  happen  in  confequence  of  that  com-* 
plaint.*  Of  thefe  the  mo  ft  common  are,  the 
inguinal  Bubo  and  the  Hernia  Humoralis : 
the  lefs  frequent  are,  Phymofis,  Paraphy- 
mofis,  Warts  on  the  Gians  penis  or  Prepuce, 
Strictures  of  the  Urethra,  Warts  or  Carun¬ 
cles  in  the  Urethra,  Gleets,  Tumors  on  the 
Urethra,  fwelling  and  inflammation  of  the 
body  of  the  Penis,  a  peculiar  fwelling  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fpermatic  Chord,  and  the  Fi-> 
ftulain  Perinaeo. 

An  inguinal  Bubo  is  an  inflammation  and 

fup- 

*  Wiseman,  in  bis  Treatife  on  Surgery,  afierts,  that 
the  many  ill  accidents  ariflng  from  Claps,  flighted  or  neg- 
le&ed,  are  more  difficult  ©f  cure  than  any  other  fymptoms 
of  the  Pox* 


( 


(  37  ) 

iupphratioU  in  the  groin,  being  in  moft  cafds 
certainly  adifeafe  of  one  or  more  of  the  lym¬ 
phatic  glands  in  this  part ;  and  is  thus  ufually 
accounted  for.  It  is  faid,  that  part  of  the  go¬ 
norrhoeal  difcharge  is  abforbed  by  the  lym¬ 
phatic  veffels  which  pafs  from  the  urethra 

it 

through  the  inguinal  glands,  which  veffels, 
in  their  courfe  through  thofe  glands,  become 
much  fmaller  in  their  diameters ;  and  that 
this  circumftance  will  account  for  the  mat- 
i  ter  ftagnating  there.  This  theory,  although 
at  firft  view  plaulible  enough,  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  well  fupported.  When  a  Bubo 
makes  its  appearance,  the  difcharge  ccca- 
honed  by  the  Gonorrhoea,  ufually  decreafes 
in  quantity;  and  the  inflammation  in  the 
urethra  alio  abates  considerably  :  But,  does 
the  decreafe  of  difcharge  from  the  urethra 
furnilh  us  with  an  argument  of  fufficient 
weight  to  prove  that  matter  is  abforbed?  Is 
it  not  more  rational  to  fuppofe,  that  the  in¬ 
flammation  is  removed  from  the  urethra  to 
the  groin  ?  Are  we  not  ftrengthened  in 
this  opinion  by  otferving,  that  in  the  Hernia 
'W|  •  '  F  Hu. 
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Humoralis  the  fame  decreafe  of  difeharge 
and  pain  accompany  this  new  inflammation  ? 
which  effects  cannot  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
to  be  caufed  by  abforption,  for  caufes  which 
will  be  mentioned  under  the  head  of  Hernia 
Humoralis. 

».  *  * 

The  method  of  treating  Buboes  admits 
of  thefe  important  queftions.  Firft,  Whether 
we  fliould  attempt  to  difperfe  them,  or  to 
bring  them  to  fuppuration  ?  And,  fecondly, 
in  what  manner  to  procure  an  opening  for 
the  difeharge  of  the  matter  when  they  come 
to  maturation  ? 

% 

The  difperfing  of  venereal  Buboes  has  been 
ftrongly  recommended,  and  much  pradtifed 
of  late.  This  may  be  often  attempted  with 
fuccefs,  which  will  be  found  to  depend  prin¬ 
cipally  on  the  introduction  of  mercurial  oint- 

t 

ment  into  the  integuments,  below  the  part 
where  the  inflamed  gland  is  feated,  (the  com¬ 
mon  practice  is  to  ufe  the  ointment  over  the 
enlarged  gland);  which  is  done  with  the  delign 
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of  introducing  the  mercury  into  thofe  lym¬ 
phatic  vefiels  which  have  their  courfe  through 
the  difeafed  part.  A  cooling  low  diet,  and 
gentle  purgative  medicines,  fhould  alfo  be 
recommended,  A  lofs  of  blood  from  the 

%  f.  '  *■ 

part,  by  the  means  of  leeches,  may  alfo 
be  of  fome  ufe  where  the  teguments  are 
much  inflamed.  The  following  fadts  I  am 
certain  of,  viz,  that  a  Bubo  arifing  from 
a  Gonorrhoea  is  eafier  of  cure  than  one 
caufed  by  a  Chancre,  or  one  which  is 
joined  with  any  fymptoms  of  a  confirmed 
iLues ;  alfo,  that  a  Bubo  in  a  fcorbutic  or 
•ibad  habit  of  body,  under  either  of  the  before 
imentioned  circumftances,  when  opened  by 
(the  knife  or  caufcic,  ufually  becomes  an  ill- 
conditioned  fore,  and,  by  fpreading  into  a 
f,yery  large  ulcer,  is. often  a  dangerous,  and 
has  in  many  inftances  proved  a  fatal,  com¬ 
plaint, 

I  ’  > 

II  A  Surgeon,  whofe  veracity  may  be  de-, 
[fended  on,  informs  me,  that  he  has  cured 
imany  Buboes  arifing  from  Gonorrhoeas,  with- 

F  %  ouj 
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out  the  ufe  of  mercury;  that  he  has  pur- 
fued  this  mode  of  practice  for  three  years  ; 
and  that,  after  they  are  opened  by  cauftic,  he 
puts  the  patient  under  a  courie  ot  the  Peru- 
vian  Bark,  and  finds  the  ulcer  to  heal  as  a 
common  abfcefs.  May  we  not  then  advife 
the  difperfing  of  thofe  Buboes  which  happen 
in  confequence  of  Gonorrhoeas,  on  the  idea 
of  their  being  caufed  by  inflammation,  and 
not  by  abforption,  and  that  they  therefore  do 
not  afford  a  critical  difcharge  of  the  venereal 
virus;  deducing  our  arguments  in  iupport  of 
this  mode  of  practice  from  obferving,  that 
the  Hernia  Hurnoralis,  and  the  other  inflam¬ 
mations  caufed  by  the  Gonorrhoea,  do  not 
produce  fymptoms  of  the  Lues  Venerea,  un- 
lefs  there  has  been  a  folution  of  continuity, 
and  an  application  of  a  portion  of  the  gonor^ 
rhoeal  difcharge  to  fiich  part  ?• 

When  inguinal  Buboes  come  to  fuppu** 
ration,  the  next  objedt  is,  by  what  method 
to  procure  an  opening  for  the  difcharge  of: 
the  matter.  Opening  them  by  incifion  is 

now* 


I 
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now  feldom  ufed,  the  method  by  cauftic 
being  preferred,  from  their  being  found  to 
heal  fooner,  and  with  lefs  danger  of  leaving 
finuses,  than  when  opened  by  incifion.  But, 
in  fa£t,  there  is  fcarcely  ever  a  neceffity  for 
any  operation ;  for,  if  the  matter  be  permitted 
to  make  its  own  aperture,  the  cure  will  ufually 
be  effected  in  a  fhorter  time  than  if  an  open¬ 
ing  had  been  made  by  the  Surgeon  ;  and  the 
pain  occasioned  by  the  knife  or  cauftic  will 
be  avoided.  I  was  induced  to  make  trial  of 

this  method,  from  the  cafe  of  a  Surgeon, 

;  who,  in  1774,  had  as  painful  and  as  large  a 
Bubo  as  I  ever  faw.  He  would  not  fuffer 
it  to  be  opened :  it  broke  of  itfelf,  and  af¬ 
terwards  healed  without  any  difficulty.  Since 
that  time  I  have  ufed  the  fame  method  in 
every  venereal  Bubo  which  has  occurred  in 
my  practice,  both  in  private,  and  at  the 
Magdalen  Hofpital ;  all  of  which  were  cured 
without  any  operation  by  either  cauftic  or 
cutting  inftrument,  excepting  one,  in  which 
1  it  was  neceflary  to  open  a  fmall  finus  with 
A  lancet. 


A 
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A  Bubo  in  the  groin  fometimes  occurs 
without  any  venerea!  affedtion :  two  fuch 
cafes  I  have  had  under  my  care,  in  each  of 
which  the  fuppuration  advanced  very  (lowly, 
with  fcarcelv  any  pain  ;  nor  did  they  cauie 
either  inflammation  or  uneafiriefs  in  the  fur^ 


rounding  parts. 


The  Hernia  Humoralis,  or  fwelled  Te- 

—  ''  \ 

fticle,  is  one  of  the  mod  painful  and  acute 


difeafes  arifing  from  the  Gonorrhoea,  This 


complaint  very  feldom  attacks  the  teflicle, 
but  is  in  general  confined  to  the  Epididy¬ 
mis,  which  will  be  found  to  he  the  true 
feat  of  the  inflammation  ;  for,  by  a  proper 
manual  examination  of  the  parts,  the  V  as 
Deferens  and  Epididymis  may  be  felt  fwelled, 

s 

hardened,  and  inflamed,  the  body  of  the  te-* 
fticle  remaining  free  from  difeaie.  In  this 
manner,  the  Hernia  Humoralis  begins,  and 
may,  undoubtedly,  when  the  inflammation 
is  violent,  and  fufifered  to  continue  fo  for  any 
length  of  time,  be  communicated  to  the  te- 


fticle,  its  coats,  and  the  ferotum.  In  the 

London 


/  * 
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London  Medical  E  flays,  a  cafe  of  an  Hernia 
Hum  oral  is  is  related  by  Dr.  Vaughan,  in 
which  the  inflammation,  fuelling,  and  pain, 
were  remarkably  violent.  v  A  pundfure  was 
made  in  the  fc  rot  am,  at  a  part  where  matter 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  formed  ;  but  only 
a  thin  ichorous  difcharge ifiued  forth:  a  trior- 
tincation  pervaded  the  whole  tumor,  and  the 
death  of  the  patient  terminated  the  difeafe. 
On  diftedtion  of  the  parts,  the  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis  was  found  enlarged,  thickened,  and  of 
a  livid  colour,  approaching  to  a  ftate  of  mor¬ 
tification,  the  teflicle  remaining  in  a  health- 
s  ul  ftate.  ft  his  cafe  feems  to  fhew,  that  a 
moft  violent  Hernia  Humoralis  may  happen, 
in  which  the  tefticle  does  not  partake  of  the 
inflammation  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  to  have 
been  attended  with  fuch  uncommon  occur- 

iT-i  •  . 

rences  (as  the  mortification  of  the  part,  and 
the  death  of  the  patient)  as  to  give  but  little 
i  information  with  refpedt  to  the  feat  of  the 
i  difeaie  in  the  generality  of  thefe  cafes. 

1 

The  Hernia  Humoralis  feldom  occurs  in 

the 
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the  mild  kind  of  Gonorrhoea.  It  is  often 
brought  on  by  fome  imprudence  in  the  pa¬ 
tient,  fuch  as  ufing  violent  exercife,  hard 
drinking,  the  venereal  a£t,  catching  colo, 
riding  on  horfeback,  or  dalliance  with  a  wo¬ 
man.  When  it  makes  its  appearance,  the 
inflammation  and  difeharge  from  theuiethra 
decreafe ;  fo  that  this  fymptom  affords  the 
fame  arguments  in  favour  of  abforption  ha¬ 
ving  taken  place,  as  are  ufed  in  fuppoit  of 
the  opinion  of  injections  producing  that  ei- 
fedt  although  I  fee  no  more  reafon  to  imagine 
it  in  this,  than  in  the  other  cafe.  It  is  an 
inflammation,  and  is  curable  by  an  antiphlo- 
giftic  regimen. 

Sufpenfion  of  the  part  is  the  fir  A:  objeCL 
With  refpedt  to  applications,  thofe  of  the 
cooling  fedative  kind  are,  from  experience* 
found  to  be  both  the  mod  convenient  and 
beneficial,  from  their  relieving  the  painful 
fymptoms  fooner  than  emollient  pultices, 
fomentations,  or  fpirituous  applications.  Ve- 
naefe&ion,  in  this  complaint,  is  often  necef- 

fary, 
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fary,  efpecially  at  its  beginning,  and  fbould 
always  be  performed  from  a  large  orifice, 
the  object  being  to  make  a  fudden  revulfion 
from  the  part ;  which  is  feldom,  if  ever,  ef- 
fe&ed  By  a  flow  bleeding  ;  a  rapid  and  copious 
lofs  of  blood  induces  a  temporary  relaxation 
on  the  blood-veflels,  and  affords  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  furcharged  arteries  to  empty 
iheir  contents  into  the  veins,  and  to  return 
iome  of  the  blood  into  the  large  arteries 
from  whence  it  was  brought.  In  the  Her¬ 
nia  Humoralis  a  collection  of  fluid,  feeming 
to  be  contained  in  the  body  of  the  tefticlet 
is  fometimes  to  be  felt  diftindly  enough  : 
this  fenfation  however  is  deceitful,  and  has 
been  frequently  miflaken  for  a  collection  of 
pus;  but  whoever  is  poffcffed  of  the  taCtus 
eruditus,  and  is  aware  of  this  circumftance, 
wil!  not  be  milled.— This  fluid  commonly 
difappears  by  the  ufe  of  proper  difcufling  ap¬ 
plications  •  for  which  purpofe  I  have  found 

pirits  of  wine,  lpwered  with  water,  the  mofc 

efficacious. 


G 


After 
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After  the  Inflammation,  pain,  and  fwell- 
ing  arc  fubflded,  a  fmall  hardnefs,  feemingly 
,of  the  coats  of  the  tefiicle,  fometimes  remains. 
This  we  fliould  endeavour  to  difperfe  >  but  it 
is  well  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  it  is  never 
productive  either  of  venereal  fymptoms,  or 
injury  to  the  tefticle.— Draflic  purgative  me¬ 
dicines  were  formerly  in  efteem  for  the  cure 
©f  the  Henjia  Humoralis,  as  were  vomits, 
particularly  thofe  of  turbith  mineral  .  the 
former  were  found  to  irritate  the  already 
inflamed  parts,  the  latter  not  to  allay  the 
inflammation  fo  much  as  venaefeCtion,  and 
both  of  them  to  injure  the  conllitution.  If 
the  inflammation  in  a  Hernia  Humoralis  is 
violent,  and  there  be  any  obvious  reafons  to 
forbid  the  taking  away  of  blood,  mild  vo¬ 
mits  m ay  be  ufed  to  advantage,  which  may 
be  expeded  from  their  inducing  the  fame 
kind  ©f  languor  and  faintnefs  as  vemefeCtion 
doesi  which  is  known  to  be  highly  fervice- " 
able  in  inflammatory  diforders,  it  having  of- " 
ten  been  obferved,  that  in  the  pleurify,  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  bowels,  and  other  inflam-  - 

lory; 
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tory  difeafes,  a  patient  is  cured  by  one  bleed¬ 
ing,  of  which  he  faints,  after  repeated  for¬ 
mer  bleedings  have  yielded  little*  if  any* 
relief  to  the  diforder* 

A  Hernia  Humoralis  may  happen  indepen¬ 
dently  of  any  venereal  affeCtion,  either  from 
a  contufion  on  the  part,  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  caufe;  or  from  a  ftimulus  applied  to  the 
urethra,  for  I  have  known  the  introduction 
of  a  ftimulating  Bougie  produce  this  effeCL 


The  Phymofis  is  fuch  a  contraction  of  the 
prepuce,  as  renders  it  too  narrow  to  be  drawn 
back  over  the  glans  penis.  This  fymptom, 
when  brought  on  by  a  Gonorrhoea*  is  at  its 
beginning  an  inflammation,  and  fihould  be 
treated  as  fuch.  It  happens  moil  frequently 
in  thofe  who  have  the  prepuce  of  a  long  and 
narrow  form,  fuch  as  to  keep  the  glans  penis 
generally  covered.  This  ftate  of  the  parts 
gives  an  opportunity  for  fome  of  the  gonor¬ 
rhoeal  difcharge  to  be  retained  between  the 

C  z 


(  4§  ) 

glans  and  prepuce,  which  may  there  caufe  a 
Gonorrhoea  externa,  or  inflammation  of  thefe 

,  ,  ; '  .  ..  .  •  'I 

parts.  Another  reafon  why  men  thus  formed 
are  by  much  more  fubject  to  this  difeafe, 
than  thofe  in  whom  the  glans  penis  is  ufually 
uncovered  by  the  prepuce,  is,  that  in  the  for¬ 
mer  ftate  the  parts  have  a  very  tender  and 

*  -  -  ■'  .  . ;  ,  -  .•  t  ...  -  - 1  •  •  h  <  T 

irritable  furface,  but  that  in  the  latter  the 
furface  becomes,  by  expofure,  of  a  more 
firm  texture,  being  fcarcely  more  irritable 
than  thofe  furfaces  which  are  covered  by  the 

*  >  '?■  '  1  ^  -  I 

common  integuments.1 — The  Phymofis  is 
always  at  its  commencement  an  inflamma- 

i  .  ,  »i  1  •  »  .  -r*  .  * 

tion,  and  Ihould  be  treated  as  fuch  :  topical 

t  _  t  -.1*.  \  -  i  i  >  ■  '  1 

applications  are  of  great  utility,  the  mofl  ef¬ 
fectual  of  which  are  cooling  fedative  lotions, 

‘4  .  vc--.-.  ;  *  -  -  ‘  "  %  ■ 

which  fliould  be  injedted  frequently  between 

r  ■  \  '  s  •  v  •  »  ...  '  '  v  * ' 

the  prepuce  and  glans  $  for  but  little  benefit 
can  be  expedted  from  what  is  applied  to  the 
outer  furface  of  the  prepuce,  in  the  common 
mode  of  ufing  fomentations  or  pultices. 

*  "  '  *  *  *  •  '/  •  4 

When  the  inflammation  is  reduced,  and  the 

/M  4  . 

parts  become  free  from  pain,  the  Phymofis 

T*  .  t  *C  ■-  ■ .  -  i  .  }  <  -  f 
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often  remains,  and  is  then  faid  to  be  in.  as, 
proper  Hate  for  the  operation, 

y  l  '  *  .•  ; 

The  operation  for  the  Phymofis  is  per- 

—  1.  ?  :  *  •  ‘  *r 

formed  with  two  curative  intentions ;  fir  if, 
for  the  convenience  ot  the  patient,  by  re- 
ftoring  the  parts  to  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  their  natural  functions ;  fecondly  to 
ren  ier  the  cure  more  expeditious  and  fafe, 
Bu ,,  in  fadt,  it  is  fcarcely  ever  neceff.'.ry  in. 
the  venereal  Phymofis.  Of  the  truth  of 
this  affertion  I  can  fpeak  with  full  confi- 

*  \  J  *  ,  , 

dence,  from  my  own  experience,  having 
cured  a  confiderahle  number  of  fuch  cafes 
(every  one  which  has  come  under  my  care 
withm  thefe  laft  three  years)  without  any 
operation.  At  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe, 
the  prepuce  will  be  found  fo  much  inflamed, 

as  to  repder  the  ufe  of  any  cutting  inftrument 

i>  * 

highly  improper  and  extremely  painful. 
yVhen  the  inflammation  is  fubfided,  if  the 
forefkin  remains  fo  contracted  as  to  form  a 
Phymofis,  fomecaufe  may  commonly  be  found 
befides  a  mere  contraction,  fuch  as  chancrous 

hardnefles. 
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bardnefles,  either  with  or  without  ulcers. 
In  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  the  operation  is 
advifed,  either  in  order  to  expofe  the  ulcers, 
that  they  may  be  properly  dreffed ;  or  with  a 
view  of  cutting  away  the  callous  parts,  or 
deftroying  them  by  cauftics  or  eicharotics* 
When  there  are  Chancres,  the  great  proba¬ 
bility  of  the  wound’s  becoming  a  venereal 
fore,  from  the  application  of  the  matter  from 
them  to  the  wound,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  rea- 
fon  of  fufficient  force  to  condemn  it.  But 
jwill  the  advantages  propoied  by  it  be  an¬ 
swered  ?  Will  the  cure  be  expedited  ?  I  am 
convinced  that  neither  of  theie  purpofes  will 
be  effected.  From  a  great  number  of  thefe 
cafes,  to  which  I  have  carefully  attended,  I 
can  with  certainty  affert,  that  the  operation 
is  very  feldom,  if  ever,  necefiary  in  this  ftate 
of  the  difeafe ;  for,  under  thefe  circumftances, 
a  cure  is  only  to  be  expedted  (whether  the 
operation  is  performed  or  not)  from  intro¬ 
ducing  a  proper  quantity  of  mercury  into 
the  habit  of  body  ;  and  whoever  will  per- 
fevere  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  medicines,  for  the 
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fpace  of  a  month  or  fix  weeks,  even  without 
confinement,  will  perceive  the  fores  heal¬ 
ing,  and  the  forelkin  coming  into  its  natu** 
ral  Hate,  by  the  hardnefifes  being  diflblved. 
The  fame  method  of  cure  is  to  be  ufed  where 
chancrous  hardnefles,  without  ulceration, 
caufe  the  difeafe,  which  will  as  feldorn  re¬ 
quire  an  operation. 

This  difeafe,  though  often  occafioned  by 
a  Gonorrhoea,  and  requiring  the  ufe  of  met- 

*>  V  '  ■  > 

cury  for  its  cure,  does  notwithffcanding  fur- 
niih  us  with  an  argument  in  favour  of  the 
doctrine  of  a  difcharge  from  the  Gonorrhoea 
being  capable  of  caufing  a  Lues  Venerea  5 
for,  in  fuch  inftances,  it  feems  highly  pro¬ 
bable,  that  a  portion  of  the  gonorrhoeal  difi^ 
charge,  being  applied  to  the  tender  furface  of 

✓  1 

the  glans  penis,  caufes,  firft  inflammation,  and 
then  true  venereal  fores.  From  which  cir^ 
cumftances  it  appears,  that,  if  the  operation 
for  the  Phymofis  be  performed  whilfl:  there 
are  Chancres  on  the  prepuce,  the  inci- 
fioo.  will  fometimes  heal  in  fuch  a  manner 

as 
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as  to  form  a  Phymofis  (after  all  venereal 

taint  is  removed)  in  confequeoce  of  the  ci- 

/ 

catrix ;  and  then  a  fecond  operation  will  be 
indilpenfably  neceflary,  in  order  to  reftore 
the  natural  fundtions  of  the  parts  *  whereas 
each  operation  might  have  been  avoided. 
The  truth  of  this  obfervation  is  eflablifhed 
by  jhe  following  cafe* 

A  Gentleman  applied  to  a  Surgeon  for  the 
cure  of  a  venereal  Phymofis :  the  operation 
was  immediately  performed ;  there  were  fe- 
Veral  Chancres  on  the  infide  of  the  prepuce  1 
the  patient  was  put  under  a  courfe  of  mercu¬ 
rials*  and  both  the  ulcers  and  wound  were 
healed  within  two  months.  From  this  time 
he  was  affiidted  with  a  true  Phyniofis,  which 
gave  him  great  pain  at  the  time  of  an  erec¬ 
tion,  and  debarred  him  from  the  enjoyment 
of  women  :  the  operation  therefore  became 
neceflary*  and  was  the  only  refource,  there 
being  now  no  venereal  affedlion.  On  cut¬ 
ting  through  the  prepuce,  I  found  the  one 
ftridture  only,  which  was  at  its  anterior  ex¬ 
tremity. 
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tremity,  and  was  certainly  caufed  by  the  d> 
catrix  of  the  former  operation,  the  wounded 
parts  having  been  then  fitffered  to  heal  in 
the  covered  Hate  of  the  glans.  This  was  two 
years  after  the  gentleman  had  undergone  the 
firft  operation,  and  he  had  not  contracted 
any  venereal  complaint  fince  then,  the  Phy- 
moiis  having  prevented  him  from  coition  ; 

■  .  i 

which  adt  has  not  been  attended  with  anv 

* 

difficulty  flnce  I  performed  the  operation 
on  him. 

The  Phymofis,  accompanied  with  a  plenti¬ 
ful  coloured  difcharge  from  the  glans  penis,  is 
a  complaint  which  fometimes  happens  where 
there  is  no  venereal  affeCtion.  In  fuch  cafes 

o  _ 

it  commonly  originates  from  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  the  fluid  fecreted  from  the  corona 
glandis,  which,  by  ftagnation,  becomes  fuf- 
ficiently  acrid  to  irritate  thefe  parts,  and  to 
'  caufe  fuch  an  inflammation  as  to  produce  the 
difeaie.  It  happens  moft  frequently  in  hot 
weather  and  warm  climates,  has  frequently 
been  miftaken  for  a  venereal  complaint,  been 
treated  as  fuch,  and  cured,  with  difficulty. 


(  54  ) 

in  fome  weeks  j  whereas  the  cure  might  have 
been  effected  in  as  many  days,  by  proper  ap¬ 
plications  to  the  part  affeCted,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  a  cooling  regimen. 

The  Paraphymoiis  is  a  contraction  of  the 
prepuce,  which,  having  been  drawn  behind 
the  glans  penis,  cannot  be  brought  forwards 
again  fo  as  to  cover  it.  It  is  the  fame  difeafe 
as  the  Phymofis,  the  only  difference  confift- 
ing  in  the  fituation  of  the  prepuce.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  if  the  forefkin  of  a  perfon  who  has 
a  Phymofis  is  drawn  behind  the  glans,  it 
will  there  form  fuch  a  ftriCture  on  the  corona 
glandis,  as  to  conftitute  a  Paraphymofis.  On 
the  firft,  appearance  of  this  fymptom,  the 
procuring  immediate  relief,  is  of  the  utmoft 
confequence,  and  the  delay,  in  many  cafes,, 

is  attended  with  feme  hazard  of  a  morti- 

/ 

fication.  The  firft  curative  indication  fhould 
therefore  be,  to  bring  the  prepuce  into  its 
natural  fituation,  which  may  be  fome  times 
effected  by  wrapping  the  glans  penis  in  a  cloth 

wetted  with  cold  water,  or  a  cold  folution  of 

fal 
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lal  ammoniac  in  water,  and  comprefling  it 
theiein  for  fome  minutes ;  by  which  prefiureits 
bulk  will  be  confiderably  diminiftied.  In  this 
manner  I  have  reduced  feveral  Paraphymofes, 
at  a  time  when  the  operation  would  have 
been  juftifiable.  If  this  method  does  not 
fucceed,  we  muft  be  guided  by  the  Hate  of 
the  difeafe,  and  either  proceed  to  the  opera¬ 
tion,  or  truft  to  topical  applications  and  in¬ 
ternal  remedies  ;  for,  if  the  inflammation 
and  pain  are  very  great,  and  feem  to  be  caufed 
by  the  ftrifture,  the  operation  fhould  be  im¬ 
mediately  performed,  toprevent  mortification; 
but,  if  the  inflammation  has  continued  long, 
it  may  in  many  inftances  be  delayed  with 
propriety.  In  the  inflammatory  ftate,  cooling 
remedies  applied  cold,  are  more,  beneficial 
than  warm  emollients.  Mercurials  will  be 
of  no  fervice,  uniefs  the  inflammation  has 
fubfided,  and  there  are  Chancres  and  chan- 
crous  hardneffes  to  cure.  The  operation,  if 
neceflary,  fhould  be  performed  in  the  early 
ftate  of  the  difeafe,  for  this  farther  reafon, 
to  prevent  the  prepuce  from  forming  adhe- 

H  2  fions 
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{ions  to  the  glans,  which  might  prevent  its 
redudion,  even  by  the  operation  ;  and  fuch 
deformity  would  be  attended  with  the  difa- 
greeable  inconvenience,  to  the  patient,  of  oc~ 
cafioning  a  difficulty  or  pain  in  the  venereal 
ad'. 

In  the  Paraphymofis,  as  well  as  in  the 

*  /  ■  V 

Phy moils,  it  is  the  inner  ftratum  of  prepuce 
which  forms  the  ftridure  :  therefore,  in  the 
operation  for  either  of  theie  complaints,  the 
great  objed  fhouid  be,  to  make  the  incffion 
or  incifions  of  the  inner  furface  of  the  pre- 

V  ' 

puce  fufficiently  long,  and  the  wound  of  its 
external  part,  of  no  greater  extent  than  what 
is  neceffary  for  the  convenience  of  the  ope¬ 
rator  in  making  the  neceffary  incifions  on  the 
ftridure. 

We  come  now  to  fpeak  of  Warts  on  the 
glans  penis,  or  prepuce.  Thefe  very  feldom, 
if  ever,  happen  from  a  Gonorrhoea,  unlefs 
there  has  been  a  previous  erofion  where  they 

are  fituated.  When  they  are  venereal,  they 

are 
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are  ufually  attended  with  a  hardnefs  at  the 
part  where  their  bails  adheres.  I  have  had 
under  my  care  four  cafes  of  Warts  iituate  on 
the  glans  penis,  which  were  not  venereal, 
and  were  cured  by  ligature  alone,  without 
the  abidance  of  other  topical  applications, 
or  any  internal  remedies.  To  diftinguifh 
the  venereal  from  thofe  which  are  not  fo,  is 

t 

i  in  many  inftances  an  objedt  of  the  lit  mod 
i  importance  to  the  patient :  it  may  therefore 
i  be  further  remarked,  that  warts  thus  fitu- 
ated,  which  are  not  venereal,  are  ufually  of 
a  very  foft  texture,  of  a  reddifh  colour,  and 
are  commonly  attached  to  a  tender  bafis. 

kv.,'  \  • 

Warts  on  thefe  parts  often  reiid  mercu¬ 
rial  courfes,  remaining  nearly  in  the  fame 
date  as  before  fuch  remedies  were  ufed.  If 
they  do  not  difappear  after,  or  during,  one 
mercurial  courfe,  they  are  to  be  regarded  as 
a  local  difeafe,  and  may  be  cured  by  exci- 
fion,  or  by  caudic,  and  fometimes  by  milder 
applications.  The  circumdances  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe  will  lead  to  the  choice  of  either  of  thefe 

methods. 

•  4 
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methods.  If  excifion  is  to  be  ufed,  the  far- 
face  to  which  their  bafis  is  fixed  muft  be 
taken  away  ;  others  Te  they  commonly  grow 
again,  and  the  operation  proves  a  mere  pal¬ 
liative,  and  not  a  radical  cure.  When  the 
bafis  of  a  Wart  is  narrower  than  its  body, 
the  cure  by  ligature  fhould  be  preferred  :  if 
the  furface  to  which  the  Warts  is  fixed  be 
very  broad,  then  cauftic  or  efcharotic  appli¬ 
cations  will  commonlj  be  fuccefsful ;  for  I 
am  certain,  from  obfervations  rounded  on 
the/  treatment  of  many  of  theie  cafes,  tnat 
they  feldom  return  after  a  fkiiful  cure  by  li¬ 
gature  or  cauftic,  but  that,  when  removed 
by  the  knife,  they  ufually  do.  The  milder 
method  of  treating  Warts,  and  which  fhould 
be  always  firft  tried,  is  the  frequent  application 
of  fome  gentle  efcharotic.  Various  boafted 
formulae  have  been  ufed  for  this  purpoie;  but 
I  have  found  a  ftrong  ioluticn  of  the  vitrio- 
ium  Rom  an  urn  oftener  fuccefsful  than  any 
other. 

In  fome  cafes.  Warts  of  this  kind  yield 
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a  fufficient  quantity  of  virulent  difcharge  to 
communicate  the  venereal  difeafe ;  a  clear 
inilance  of  which  I  once  knew  :  it  is  as 
follows.  A  gentleman  cohabited  with  his 
wife,  whilft  he  had  no  complaint  except¬ 
ing  a  fmall  W art  on  the  glans :  {he  was 
attacked  with  a  Gonorrhoea^  and,  from  there 
not  being  the  leaft  caufe  to  fufped  her  of  in- 
conftancy,  there  remained  no  doubt  of  her 
having  contracted  the  difeafe  from  her  huf- 
band. 


The  next  fymptom  to  be  treated  on,  as 
one  fometimes  confequential  of  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea,  is  an  obflrudtion  in  the  urethra,  and 
!  i  difficulty  of  voiding  the  urine.  This  dif- 
i  *afe  is  attended  with  a  diminution  of  the 

ize  of  the  flream  of  urine,  and  is  ufually 

accompanied  with  a  gleet ;  but,  as  fuch 
% 

i  ymptoms  may  happen  in  confequence  of  a 
plifeafed  proftate  gland,  we  cannot  therefore 


e  allured  that  the  difeafe  is  a  contra&ion 
f  the  urethra,  without  fkilfully  examining 
aat  canal  by  the  introdudtion  of  a  bougie,  a 

catheter. 
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catheter,  or  fomc  fuch  inftrument.  Obftruc* 
tions  in  the  urethra  often  become  the  objed 
of  the  patient’s  attention,  at  fuch  a  diftance 
of  time  from  his  having  had  any  venereal 
complaint,  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether 
it  was  caufed  by  fuch  difeafe  or  not*  It  has 
been  fuggefted  by  an  ingenious  Ledturer 
on  Surgery,  that  a  contraction  oi  the  ure- 
thra  never  arifes  from  a  Gonorrhoea;  but 
the  two  cafes  related  as  proofs  of  a  true 
Lues  Venerea  having  been  caufed  by  a  Go¬ 
norrhoea,  feem  to  demonftrate  the  contrary. 
When  I  publifhed  the  firft  edition  of  this 
Work,  I  was  much  inclined  to  credit  this 
opinion  ;  but  from  fome  cafes  in  which  this 
fymptom  has  immediately  followed  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea,  I  cannot  now  doubt  that  it  is  fome- 
times  caufed  by  a  Clap.  That  it  has  hap-- 
pened  when  not  caufed  by  a  Gonorrhoea,  is  not;! 
to  be  queftioned :  in  two  cafes  of  this  kind; 
it  feemed  to  have  been  caufed  by  an  injury; 
which  the  urethral  membrane  had  fuffered, 
bv  the  exit  of  portions  of  hone  from  the; 
urinary  bladder. 


Wit 
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With  regard  to  the  cure,  the  following 
queflion  arifes*  Whether  it  is  to  be  performed 
by  mercury,  (on  the  idea  of  the  fymptom  being 
a  venereal  one)  or  whether  thedifeafeis  to  be 
treated  as  local  ?  F rom  the  two  following  cafes 
it  appears  probable  that  the  difeafe  is  not  ve¬ 
nereal.  Two  gentlemen,  who  have  each  had 
a  firidture  in  the  urethra,  and  at  times  a  gleet, 
dunng  thefe  laid:  feven  years,  have  conftantly 
cohabited  with  their  wives,  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  no  infection,  nor  have  ever  had  any 
venereal  fymptoms.  Thefe  are  not  related 
as  uncommon  cafes  ;  nor  do  I  mean  to  infer 
from  them,  that  ftridtures  in  the  urethra  are 
never  venereal,  or  that  their  cure  may  be 
procraflinated  with  fafety  ^  becaufe  they  are 
too  often  the  .caufe  of  dangerous,  and  have 
been  that  of  fatal  fuppreffions  of  urine.  Thefe 
ftridtures  have  been  known  to  clofe  the  ure¬ 
thra  entirely  3  for  the  urinary  canal  has  been 
found  in  part  obliterated,  leaving  no  paffage 
for  the  urine  but  through  fiftulous  openings  in 
the  perinasum.  A  preparation  of  fuch  a  dif- 
ealed  part  is  in  the  pofTefTion  of  Or,  Hunter, 

I  This 
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This  complaint  may  be  cured,  in  by  much 
the  greater  number  of  cafes,  by  the  proper 
ufe  of  medicated  bougies  5  for  internal  me¬ 
dicines  will  yield  but  little,  if  any  afiiftance. 
The  gleet  which  ufually  accompanies  a  con¬ 
tracted  urethra,  will  be  round  in  moft  cafes 

to  decreafe  as  the  obftrudion  is  relieved,  and, 

\ 

when  the  canal  is  brought  to  its  natural  fize, 
become  cured,  without  the  ufe  of  internal 
medicines,  or  of  injedions. 

With  regard  to  the  compofition  of  bougies* 
little  need  be  faid,  if  it  is  allowed  that  a  cure 
is  to  be  -effeded  by  the  gradual  dilatation  of 
the  contraded  canal.  Suppurative,  digefU 
ive,  and  fpecific  bougies  have  been  obtruded 
on  the  public  by  ignorant  pretenders  to  the 
healing  art.  Let  us,  but  for  a  moment,  exa¬ 
mine  into  the  peculiar  benefits  which  are 
fuppofcd  to  arife  from  thefe  different  quali¬ 
ties  of  bougies.  The  firfi:  fpecies  are  faid  to 
bring  to  fuppuration  the  ill-cured  ulcers  in 
the  urethra,  and  to  difiblve  their  hardened 
efchars.  The  digeftive  are  then  to  be  ufed 

with 
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with  a  view  of  digefting  the  ulcers  properly* 
fo  as  to  bring  them  into  a  healing  ftate ;  and 
the  fpecific  are,  in  all  cafes,  infallibly  to  cure. 
But  though  either  an  ulcer,  or  a  fm all  lacera¬ 
tion  of  the  urethral  membrane,  may  proba- 
bly  be  the  primary  caufe  of  every  contraction 
of  that  membrane,  yet  it  is  certain,  that 
the  objeCt  of  cure  is  not  to  digeft  fuch  ul¬ 
cers  ;  for  they  are  a  very  uncommon  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  urethra,  and  feldom  feem  to  exift 
as  the  caufe  of  thofe  ftriCtures  which  require 
the  ufe  of  bougies  for  their  cure.  I  have  dif¬ 
fered  the  urethra}  of  two  men,  who  each 
died  with  a  ItriCture*  and  had  each  been  uling 
bougies  till  attacked  by  the  illnefs  of  which 
they  died.  In  the  urethra  of  each  of  them,  at 
its  membranous  part,  there  is  a  gradual  de- 
creafe  of  fixe,  without  any  veftige  of  previous 
ulceration  ;  at  which  part  its  fpongy  fubfiance 
is  much  indurated,  and  its  membrane  is  forced 

I 

into  longitudinal  plicae  or  wrinkles.  To 
thefe  two  cafes  may  be  added,  the  obferva- 
tions  of  the  moft  eminent  Anatomifts  of  the 
prefent  age,  who,  in  the  great  number  of 

I  2  morbid 


morbid  urethrae  which  they  have  infpedted, 
have  very  feldom  feen  any  difeafe  of  that 
canal,  excepting  fuch  ftridtures,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  ulcers.  With  refpedt,  therefore,  to 
the  idea  of  a  fuppurative  or  digeftive  bougie, 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  a  bougie  cannot 
produce  fuppuration  (if  there  are  no  ulcers) 
until  it  has  acted  as  a  cauftic  in  the  urethra, 
or  has  lacerated  its  membrane ;  and  the  dif- 
charge  produced  by  the  mod  irritating  bou¬ 
gie  will  be  found,  on  a  fair  and  unprejudiced 
examination,  never  to  be  pus,  being  an  in- 
creafed  fecretion  of  its  mucus,  caufed  by  the 
irritation  of  the  bougie.  As  to  a  fpecific 
bougie,  the  pretention  implied  by  its  name, 
will  be  of  fufficient  force  to  hold  it  forth  as 
an  empirical  fallacy. 

May  we  not  fuppofe  Ariclures  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  to  arife  in  this  manner  ?  In  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  the  urethra  is  inflamed  :  during  this 
time  an  ereftion  of  the  penis  caufes  pain  at 
the  inflamed  part,  and  fometimes  an  haemor¬ 
rhage,  probably  from  a  rupture  of  the  ure¬ 
thral  membrane  $  which  circumftances  will 

often 
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often  happen  in  confequence  of  the  vene¬ 
real  act  during  the  inflammatory  ftate  of  a 
Gonorrhoea.  It  is  well  known,  that  after 
inflammations,  wounds,  or  contufions  of  the 
glands,  they  are  apt  to  aflame  a  difpofition. 
to  become  fchirrous ;  that  the  fame  inju¬ 
ries  in  the  bones,  leave  them  difpofed  to  be¬ 
come  carious ;  and  that  burns  of  the  ikin  give 
it  a  diipofltion  to  form  contradions :  may  we 
not  then,  with  equal  propriety,  imagine  that 
ulceration  or  laceration  of  the  membrane  of 
the  urethra,  gives  it  a  tendency  to  harden  and 
contract?  This  theory  of  the  difeafe  being 
adopted,  it  follows,  that  in  the  bounties  we 
me,  a  competition  fhould  he  chofen  which 
will  not  irritate  or  give  pain,  and  that  they 
mould  be  made  of  fuch  a  fubftance  as  is  not 

N  9 

likely  to  break.  A  bougie  may  be  kept  in 
the  urethra  every  day,  from  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  to  three  hours,  according  to  the  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  cafe.  Some  have  advifed  the 
fee u ring  them  properly,  and  permitting  the 
patient  to  fleep  with  one  in  the  urethra.  But 
the  following  cafe  proves  the  danger  of  fuch 

pradice 
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practice  fo  clearly,  as  to  forbid  its  ufe  ii* 
future* 

A  young  man  came  from  the  country  to 
the  London  Hofpital,  in  April  ij6g,  to  oe 
fearched  for  the  ftone*  Fie  gave  this  account 
of  his  cafe;  that  about  fix  months  before, 
he  had  a  flridture  in  his  urethra,  for  the  cure 
of  which  he  introduced  a  bougie  every  night, 
tied  it  on  the  glans  penis,  and  went  to  bed 
with  it  thus  fee u red  ;  that  the -latt  which  he 
ufed,  had,  during  the  night,  got  into  his 
bladder,  together  with  the  ligature  which 
tied  it  to  the  penis ;  for  that,  on  the  following 
morning,  he  could  not  find  either  the  one  or 
the  other;  and  that  he  was  in  continual  pain 
in  his  bladder  ever  after,  which  was  increafed 
to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  make  him  defirous  to 
undergo  the  operation  of  lithotomy*  An  ex- 
traneous  fubflance  was  felt  by  the  found,  but 
the  touch  of  ftone  was  not  perceptible.  Mn 
Grindall,  whofe  patient  he  was,  performed 
the  operation,  and  extracted  a  large  bougie 
twifled  together,  and  curioufly  encrufled  with 
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calculous  fubftance  on  its  furface.  The  man 
foon  recovered,  and  Mr.  Grindall  preferves 
the  bougie  in  his  collection  of  calculi. 

In  contractions  of  the  urethra,  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prove,  that  the  greateft  benefit 
to  be  expected  from  bougies,  is  from  their  di¬ 
lating  the  ftridtures;  and  that,  in  by  much 
the  greateft  number  of  cafes,  mercurial  me¬ 
dicines  are  by  no  means  neeeftary,  nor  will 
they  in  any  manner  afiift  in  the  cure.  But 
what  anfwer  can  be  given  to  the  afiertion  of 
this  diforder  being  curable  by  internal  medi¬ 
cines  without  the  ufe  of  bougies  ?  To  form 
a  clear  opinion  on  this  fubjedt,  I  would 
beg  to  refer  any  perfon  to  the  infpedlion  of 
a  urethra  thus  difeafed  :  he  would  thence  be 

1 

inclined  to  think,  that  fuch  pretenfions  are, 
like  mod:  empirical  ones,  made  to  take  an 
undue  advantage  of  the  fears  and  credulity 
of  the  patient,  who  would  gladly  be  cured 
of  this  complaint  without  enduring  that  pain 
which  bougies  are  falfely  faid  to  occafion. 
But,  if  a  bougie  is  introduced  fkilfully, 

flowly. 
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flowly,  and  without  violence,  the  pain  occa¬ 
sioned  by  it  will  be  inconflderable,  even  to 
the  moll  timid  perfon,  if  the  part  is  fr,ee 
from  inflammation,  and  not  in  an  irritable 
ftate.  At  the  fame  time  permit  me  to  ob¬ 
serve,  what  the  following  cafes  wfll  clearly 
prove,  that  a  bougie  is  capable  of  piercing  the 
urethral  membrane ;  which  accident  would 
caufe  an  inflammation,  and  probably  other 
Serious  confequences,  and  in  a  bad  habit  of 
body  might  even  prove  fatal. 

A  man,  who  was  in  an  hofpital  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  1768,  had  a  ftri&ure  in  his  urethra; 
but  being  in  the  houfe  for  an  obftinate  fcia- 
tica,  he  applied  to  one  ot  the  Surgeon  s  pu¬ 
pils  for  the  cure  of  this  diforder,  who  intro¬ 
duced  a  bougie  daily  ;  but  not  being  able 
to  get  it  beyond  the  contracted  part,  he 
urged  one  with  a  conflderafale  force,  when 
on  a  Sadden  it  pa  fled  forwards  for  about  half 
an  inch,  and  there  flopped  :  fome  blood  if- 
Sued  out  of  the  urethra  ;  the  man  had  much 

pain  on  that  night,  but  being  attacked  with 
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1  putrid  fever  on  the  next  day,  he  had  no 
bougies  ufed  afterwards ;  for  he  continued 
ill  of  the  fever  during  a  fortnight,  and  then 
died.  I  opened  the  urethra,  and  found  a 
contraction,  accompanied  with  a  hardnefs  of 
its  fpongy  body,  and  a  round  perforation  in 
its  membrane,  exaftly  correfponding  to  the 
lize  of  the  bougie,  which  extended  into  the 
fubftance  of  the  urethra,  obliquely  down¬ 
wards,  near  half  an  inch  in  length  :  this,  be¬ 
ing  at  the  beginning  of  the  contracted  parr, 
was  undoubtedly  made  by  the  bougie.  I 
have  this  urethra  preferved  in  fpirits.-— The 
next  cafe  is  this :  A  man  was  brought  to  an 
hofpital,  on  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  1776,  ill  of 
a  fuppreffion  of  urine  :  he  had  been  attacked 
with  this  fymptom  on  the  firft  day  of  that 
month  :  a  Surgeon  had  been  fent  for,  who 
attempted  to  introduce  the  catheter,  and, 
after  having  ufed  fome  force,  got  it  into  his 
bladder.  On  the  fucceeding  night  another 
attempt  was  made  to  introduce  the  inftru- 
ment,  but  without  fuccefs*  and,  after  it  had 
been  ufed  with  feme  force,  an  haemorrhage 
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from  the  urethra  enfued.  The  catheter  was 
introduced  on  the  fame  evening,  by  another 
Surgeon.  The  fcrotum  became  fweiled  to  a 
great  fize  on  each  fide  :  he  had  violent  pain  in 
his  urethra  and  fcrotum  during  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  days:  he  then  became  fuddenly  free  from 
pain,  and  died  on  the  next  day.  On  difiedting 
the  parts,  I  found  the  fcrotum  filled  with 
urine,  and  in  a  mortified  ftate :  an  orifice  was 
alfo  difcovered  in  the  urethra,  which  opened 
into  the  fcrotum.  In  this  cafe  it  is  highly 

probable,  that  the  mortification  of  the  fcro- 

\ 

turn,  and  death  of  the  patient,  were  caufed 
by  the  laceration  in  the  urethra. 

The  next  complaint  to  be' treated  of  is. 
Warts  or  Caruncles  in  the  urethra.  Thefe 
have,  by  fome  authors,  been  fuppofed  to  be 
the  moil  common  caufe  of  obftrudtions  in 
that  canal ;  and  on  this  theory  of  the  diieafe, 
the  deftrudtion  of  fuch  excrefcences  by  cau- 
ftic  or  efcharotic  applications  is  propofed  : 
but  the  fadfc  appears  to  be,  that  the  very  au¬ 
thors  who  fo  fyftematically  teach  this  me- 

V  -  -  t 
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thcd  of  curing  the  difeafe,  never  had  feen 
it ;  for,  if  we  look  into  their  works,  we  fhall 
find  that  but  few  of  them  give  any  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  Caruncle,  and  that  thofe  who  do, 
fpeak  of  it  in  a  mod  auk  ward  unintelligible 
manner,  making  it  a  different  difeafe  from 
what  is  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 
Some  moderns  deny  the  exigence  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe  :  an  eminent  Anatomifl  afferts,  that  he 
had  never  feen  any  morbid  appearance  in  the 
leaft  refembling  a  Caruncle  j  and  he  is  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  there  is  no  fuch  diforder, 
as  he  has  not  found  it  among  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  morbid  urethra?  which  he  has  differed. 
Another  anatomical  Profeffor  has  feen  the 
difeafe  twice. — If  by  a  Caruncle  is  meant  an 
excrefcence  in  the  urethra,  fimilar  to  a  Wart 
or  Polypus,  I  have  feen  one  in  three  different 
perfons  ;  for  in  each  cafe  the  excrefcence  was 
fituated  in  the  urethra  fo  near  to  its  outer 
orifice,  that  it  was  plainly  feen  from  thence. 
The  one  was  cured  by  the  ufe  of  lunar  cau- 
ftic,  and  the  other  two  dropped  off  on  the 
ufe  of  a  mercurial  injedion.  The  fenfe  of 
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the  word,  as  derived  from  its  anatomical 
ufe,  includes  the  polypus  as  well  as  every 
preternatural  fleffiy  excrefcence,  A  Surgeon 
in  the  army  affures  me,  that  an  officer  in  his 
regiment  had  his  urethra  nearly  filled  by  a 
vaft  number  of  warts,  many  of  which  he 
could  fee,  and  by  introducing  a  bougie  could 
feel  a  great  number  of  others. 

The  cure  of  a  Caruncle  by  cauftic,  or  ef- 
charotics,  is  advifed  thus:  Conceal  the  cauftic 
or  efcharotic  in  a  catheter,  or  hollow  bougie* 
which  is  to  be  introduced  to  the  obftrudted 
part ;  and  then  with  a  ftilet  it  is  to  be  pro^ 
truded  fo  as  to  be  applied  to  the  Caruncle,^ 


From  the  above-related  obfervations  on  this 
diforder,  it  clearly  appears,  that  this  com¬ 
plaint  but  very  feldom  exifts ;  and,  when  it 

happens* 


*  A  curious  internment  has  been  invented  for  this  pur^ 
pofe,  confifting  of  a  fmall  pair  of  Forceps  (included  in  the 
hollow  of  a  flexible  Catheter)  which  holds  apiece  of  cau¬ 
ftic,  and  may  be  protruded  and  drawn  within  the  Cathe¬ 
ter*  while  in  the  urethra. 
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happens,  being  fo  deeply  feated  in  the  urethra, 
as  not  to  be  feen,  or  felt  by  means  of  a  ftraight 
inftrument,  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult 
to  fay,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  a  caruncle,  or  a  ftridture  of  the  ure¬ 
thra.  Mi.  Grindall,  one  of  the  Surgeons  to 
the  London  Holpital,  has  many  years  fince 
ufed,  for  this  purpofe,  a  ftraight  lilver  tube 
of  the  fize  of  a  common  catheter.  He 
alfo  made  ufe  of  another  method  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafe :  A  man  in  the  London  Ho¬ 
fpital,  in  1770,  had  an  obftrudion  in  his  ure¬ 
thra,  at  three  inches  diftance  from  his  glans 
penis :  bougies  and  digeftive  medicines  ha¬ 
ving  been  ufed  to  the  part,  daily,  during  a 
month,  but  without  effect,  he  introduced 
the  tube  to  the  obftrudted  part,  and  then 
forced  a  ftilet,  whofe  end  was  nearly  pointed, 
through  the  part :  the  cure  was  afterwards 
completed  by  the  ufe  of  bougies.  May  we 
not  expecft  a  cure,  even  of  caruncles,  from 
the  ufe  of  bougies,  on  the  principle  of  their 
adting  by  preffure,  fince  we  have  ocular  de¬ 
ni  on  lira  t  ion  that  fungous  flelh  in  ulcers  may 

be 
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be  brought  to  a  level  with  the  furface  of  th 
fore  by  preffure  $  which  I  have  often  found  to 
anfwer  the  fame  purpofe,  as  the  more  pain¬ 
ful  method  of  deftroying  it  by  cauftic? 

Another  difeafe,  cauling  a  contraction  of 
the  urethral  canal,  is  a  tumor  in  its  fpongy 
fubftance.  This  difeafe  is  particularly- ^de- 
feribed  and  treated  of  by  Bruner,  and  is  by 
him  fpoken  of  as  one  of  the  moft  common 
caufes  of  obftrudtions  in  the  urethra.  From 
all  my  enquiries  concerning  difeafes  of  thefe 
parts,  I  have  been  able  to  procure  only  one 
cafe  of  this  kind,  which  was  related  to  me  bv 
an  ingenious  Anatomifi:,  who  diifected  the 
parts,  and  has  them  prefer ved  infpirits.  In  this 
cafe,  the  inner  membrane  of  the  urethra  was 
protruded  inwards,  was  free  from  difeafe, 
and  the  complaint  regarded  as  a  common 
ftridure  of  the  urethra,  till  diffedtion  proved 

the  contrary.  We  may  therefore  affert,  that 
the  difeafe  happens  fometimes,  though  but 
very  feldom,  becaufe  it  has  not  been  feen  by 

Dr. 
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by  Dr.  Hunter,  who  has  examined  fo  many 

difeafed  urethrae. 
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The  cure,  if  accompanied  with  a  venereal 
taint,  flhould  be  firft  attempted  by  a  proper 
mercurial  courfe  :  if  this  is  not  effectual,  re- 
con  rie  muft  be  had  to  bougies  of  the  mildeft 
compofition  j  for  we  can  expedt  no  benefit 
from  them,  but  what  is  derived  from  their 
acting  on  the  tumor  by  prefifure. 

The  next  fymptom  to  be  treated  of  is  a 

* 

Gleet.  Of  this  difeafe  there  are  two  fpecies  : 
firft,  fuch  as  are  caufed  by  a  relaxation  of  the 
parts  which  fecrete  the  urethral  mucus ;  and, 
fecondly,  thofe  which  happen  in  confequence 

>  V 

of  fome  other  afifedtion  of  the  urethra,  or  the 
proftate  gland.  The  former  fort,  although 
fpoken  of  as  a  common  matter,  does  in  fadt 
but  feldom  occur  in  men.  In  this  difeafe, 
the  ufe  of  proper  injections  may  be  of  the 
greateft  benefit.  But  this  complaint  is  often 
joined  with  a  debilitated  or  relaxed  conftitu- 
tion ;  in  which  cafes,  our  principal  objedt 

fliould 
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Should  be  to  feftore  the  health  of  the  patient  j 
for  from  experience  I  can  after!,  that  this 
kind  of  gleet  is  only  a  fyrnptom  of  fuch  dil-^ 
eafe  of  the  habit  of  body,  and  very  rarely,  if 

x  ■  1 

ever,  caufes  fuch  injury  to  the  conftitution. 
Sea-bathing  and  fea-air  will,  in  moft  cafes, 
be  found  to  be  the  greateft  reftoratives  ;  and, 
as  they  are  known  to  be  peculiarly  beneficial 
in  the  fluor  albus,  we  may  regard  them  as 
a  moftufeful  affiftant  in  the  cure  of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  gleet. 


The  treatment  of  the  other  fpecies  of  gleet, 
will  turn  principally  on  the  cure  of  the  local 
difeafe  which  is  found  to  accompany  it,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  of  the  urethra  or  proftate  gland. 

It  is  unnecefiary  to  bring  any  arguments  to 

/ 

prove,  that  a  difeafe  of  the  proftate  gland, 

f  _ 

or  of  the  urethra,  will  frequently  caufe  a 
gleet,  it  being  a  known  faeft,  eftabliflbed  by 
numerous  practical  obfervations.  If  an  ob- 
ftrueftion  of  any  kind  is  found  to  be  fituated 
in  the  urethra,  its  cure  fhould  firft  be  per¬ 
formed  by  the  proper  ufe  of  bougies ;  and  in 

general 
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general  the  gleet  will  gradually  decreafe,  as 
the  obftrudted  part  is  brought  nearer  to  a 
healthful  ftate,  and  when  cured,  it  will 
ufually  difappear  ;  and  therefore  the  ufe 
of  inje&ions  or  internal  remedies  is  feldom 
neceffary ;  nor  fhould  they  ever  be  ufed  till 

the  bougies  have  performed  their  office  of 

> 

removing  the  obftrudtion.  This  fubje£t  can¬ 
not,  I  think,  be  more  aptly  concluded,  than 
by  adding,  as  an  invariable  maxim,  that,  in 
all  cafes  in  which  the  ufe  of  a  bougie  gives 
much  pain  at  the  time,  or  increafes  the  fymp- 
toms  of  irritation,  it  will  do  harm,  and 
cannot  be  beneficial. 

'  • .  '  t 

That  kind  of  gleet  which  is  caufed  by  a 
ichirrous  enlargement  of  the  proftate  gland, 
is  a  moft  troublefome  and  obftinate  lymp- 
tom,  and  w'hen  free  from  a  venereal  taint  is 
often  incurable.  In  two  cafes  of  this  kind, 
the  gleet  has  at  times  been  of  a  dufky  red 
colour,  leaving  a  ftain  on  the  linen,  nearly  re- 
fembling  that  caufed  by  the  urine  of  a  perfon 
who  voids  red  gravel.  The  proftate  gland 
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may  be  examined  by  the  finger  in  ano  :  in 
this  manner  it  may  be  diftindly  felt  even  in 
its  natural  ftate,  and,  if  enlarged,  its  condi¬ 
tion  with  refped  to  fize  and  hardnefs  be 
judged  of.  In  two  other  cafes  of  this  fort,  the 
pain  and  difficulty  of  voiding  the  urine  were 
relieved  by  the  introduction  of  a  catheter,  or  a 
large  bougie,  once  or  twice  a  week.  But  no 
method  of  cure  being  yet  difcovered  for  a 
fchirrous  proftate  gland,  the  principal  ob¬ 
ject  fhould  be  to  eftabliffi  the  general  health 
of  the  patient ;  for  the  fad;  feems  to  be,  that 
this  difeafe  is  in  moft  inftances  a  fymptom  of 
a  decaying  or  worn-out  conftitution. 

This  complaint  is,  in  fome  inftances,  accom¬ 
panied  with  frequent  attacks  of  a  fupprefiion 
of  urine,  and  the  gland  is  fometimes  irregularly 
enlarged,  fo  as  to  render  the  urethra  twifted 
Tideways  or  upwards.  In  one  cafe,  where  the 
parts  were  thus  fituafed,  a  catheter  was  intro¬ 
duced  fora  fupprefiion  of  urine,  and  being  for¬ 
cibly  urged  ftraight  onwards,  made  an  orifice 
through  the  gland  and  the  bladder  $  as  was 

difcovered 
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difcoVered  by  difledion.  Therefore,  in  in¬ 
troducing  the  catheter  in  this  difeafe,  we 
ought  to  be  aware  of  this  circumftance,  and 
endeavour  to  find  the  courfe  of  the  urethra 
by  gently  turning  the  inftrument  in  various 
diredions* 

Another  difeafe  which  happens  after,  and 
iometimes  at  the  time  of  a  ponorrhcea,  is 
the  growth  of  one  or  more  fmall  roundifh 
tumors,  which  may  be  felt  externally  on  the 
urethra.  I  have  feen  three  cafes  of  this  kind, 
two  of  which  were  cured  by  a  mercurial 
courfe ;  but  the  other  has  been  totally  neg- 
leded,  and  £ne  patient  has  taken  no  niercu-® 
rial  medicine  fince.  As  it  is  now  five  vears 
fince  the  tumor  has  difappeared,  and  no 
other  venereal  fymptom  has  arilen  $  it  fee  ms 
probable  that  thefe  are  the  effeds  of  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  that  therefore  there  is  no  necef- 
fity  for  the  ufe  of  mercury  for  its  cure.  In 
one  of  thefe  cafes,  the  fhape  and  fituation  of 
the  tumor  feem  to  prove  it  to  be  one  of  the 
lacunas  of  the  urethra. 

L  z 
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Inflammation  and  tumefaction  of  the  pe¬ 
nis  are  next  to  be  treated  of.  This  is  not 
a  very  uncommon  confequence  of  the  Gonor¬ 
rhoea:  at  its  firfl:  appearance  it  requires  the 
fame  treatment  as  an  inflammation  of  any 
other  part  of  the  body.  When  the  inflamed 
and  fwollen  parts  are  reduced  to  their  natural 
tize,  there  commonly  remains  one  or  more 
long  and  hard  fwellings  on  the  penis,  which, 
though  of  no  material  prefent  inconvenience 
to  the  patient,  become  an  objedt  of  the  Sur¬ 
geon’s  attention,  from  the  uncertainty  of 
their  being  venereal  or  not.  It  has  been 
fuggefted,  that  thefe  tumors  are  the  mere  ef¬ 
fect  of  inflammation  of  the  prepuce,  and  pro¬ 
bably  not  venereal ;  though  I  think  the  con¬ 
trary  opinion  moll  rational,  becaufe  they  fo 
feldom,  if  ever,  arife  from  common  inflam- 
mation*  They  feem  to  be  a  difeafe  of  vef- 
iels  which  pafs  from  this  part  to  the  inguinal 
glands  5  for,  in  two  inftances,  I  traced  them 
plainly  into  thofe  glands  :  but,  whether  thefe 

were  lympnatic  or  blood  vefiels,  I  could  not 
afcertain. 

The 
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The  next  fymptom,  arifing  from  the  Go¬ 
norrhoea,  is  a  difeafe  which  has  not,  to  my 
knowledge,  been  noticed  by  any  other  author; 
nor  have  I  heard  it  mentioned  by  any  practi¬ 
tioners. — This  difeafe  is  a  long  hard  fwelling 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fpermatic  chord ;  of 
which  the  following  is  an  inftance.  A  young 
gentleman,  who  was  under  my  care  in  Novem¬ 
ber  laft,  for  the  cure  of  a  Gonorrhoea,  when 
nearly  well,  called  on  me  one  morning,  much 
alarmed,  faying  he  feared  he  had  a  rup¬ 
ture  ;  for  a  fwelling  had  come  down  from 
his  groin  to  the  right  tefticle,  which  he  per¬ 
ceived  foon  after  going  to  ftool ;  at  which 
time  he  recollected  feeling  fomething  crack, 
or  give  way,  while  he  was  {training.  On  exa¬ 
mination,  I  found  a  very  hard  chord,  about 
as  thick  as  a  {lender  finger,  paffing  down 
from  the  ring  of  the  Abdominal  Mufcle  to 
the  Tefticle :  it  felt  fo  exa&ly  like  a  caul- 
rupture,  that,  although  I  had  once  before 
feen  the  difeafe,  I  was  much  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve  it  of  the  rupture  kind.  I  immediately 
fufpended  the  fcrotum,  and  made  him  rub  in 


mer- 
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mercurial  ointment  made  without  turpen¬ 
tine  :  but,  on  its  becoming  very  painful, 
and  more  fwelled,  he  was  confined  to  his 
bed,  at  a  relation's  houfe  in  Northumber- 
land-ftreet,  where  he  was  attended  alfo  by 
Mr.  Payne,  Apothecary,  of  Coventry- ftreet, 
as  well  as  by  me.  Mr.  Sheldrake,  the  Trufs- 

maker,  alfo  faw  the  difeafe.  On  .his  being 

\ 

kept  in  bed,  on  a  low  diet,  and  taking  cooling 
laxative  medicines,  affifled  by  emollient  fo¬ 
mentations  and  pultices  to  the  part,  he  per¬ 
fectly  recovered  in  a  fortnight. 

* 

The  other  cafe  of  this  kind  which  I  had, 
was  fo  fimilar  to  this,  that  an  account  of  it 
would  be  tedious,  being  a  repetition  of  the 
fame  fymptoms. 

The  laft  fymptom  which  Ifhall  fpeak  of, 
as  an  eflfed  of  the  Gonorrhoea,  is  the  Fiftula 
In  Perinseo.  This  difeafe  may  juftly  be  ranked 
among  the  worft  of  thofe  I  have  been  treating 
of;  but  fortunately  it  happens  the  mod:  rarely: 
nor  do  I  believe  it  ever  will  arife  from  this 

caufe. 
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eaule,  without  flagrant  mifcondudl  on  thepart 
of  the  patient,  fuch  as  hard  drinking,  or  other 
irregularities,,  and  particularly  from  riding  on 
horfeback.  On  the  other  hand,  bad  pradtlce, 

z'' 

fuch  as  the  exhibition  of  very  heating  medi¬ 
cines,  ftimulating  injections,  the  ufe  of  a 
bougie,  during  the  prefence  of  a  deep-feated 
inflammation  in  the  urethra  ;  or,  in  fhort, 
whatever  tends  to  change  this  kind  of  in¬ 
flammation  into  that  -which  terminates  in  a 
fuppuration,  may  produce  this  difeafe*  Ano¬ 
ther  predifpofing  caufe  of  the  fiftula  in  Pe- 
rinaso,  is  the  frequent  and  quick  fucceffion 
of  one  clap  after  another. 

To  treat  on  this  Fiftula,  would  carry  me 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  prefent  Effay :  I 
fhall  therefore  conclude  the  fubjedt  by  an 
obfervation,  which  I  do  not  recolledt  to  have 
met  with  in  any  chirurgical  author  ;  which 
is,  that  the  ufe  of  bougies  is  often  imprac¬ 
ticable  in  fuch  cafes,  from  the  irritable  ftate 
of  the  urethra,  being  fuch  as  to  become  in¬ 
flamed  throughout,  on  the  repetition  of 

their 
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their  life,  even  for  a  few  days;  ;  for  I  have 

t 

known  them  frequently  to  bring  on  pain  in  the 
part,  a  violent  ardor  urinae,  and  confiderable 
difcharge,  fimilar  in  appearance  to  what  hap¬ 
pens  in  the  worft  ftate  of  a  common  Gonor¬ 
rhoea. 


.■  -  •  ■ 

It  has  been  a  common  remark  of  many  of 
the  profeffion,  that  the  method  of  curing  the 
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venereal  Gonorrhoea,  and  the  difeafes  caufed 
by  it,  is,  in  hofpitals,  by  a  mercurial  courfe 
of  medicines,  and  often  by  afalivation;  but 
that,  in  private  practice,  other  and  more 
eafy  modes  of  cure  are  ufed  with  fuccefs. 


Having  colledted  the  foregoing  obferva- 
tions,  I  have  ventured  to  lay  them  before 
the  public,  from  a  hope  that  they  will  tend  to 
eftablifh  juft  ideas  of  the  feveral  difeafes 
treated  of,  and  rational  indications  of  cure. 
Another  motive,  alfo,  was  a  defire  to  prove, 
that  the  cure  of  thefe  difeafes,  though  often 
regarded  by  the  patient  as  a  matter  of  little 
confequence,  requires  the  affiftance  of  a  fci- 

entific 
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1C  knowledge  of  their  true  fituation, 
effeas  on  the  difeafed  parts,  and  of  the 
n  of  medicines  on  fuch  parts.- 
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the  end. 
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